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2006 Mayoral candidate James Christopher Peer was 
found guilty by a Federal jury for cheating Candidate 

Dan Lewis and Fort Lauderdale voters out of a 
fair 2006 mayoral election.

CITY COMMISSIONER CINDI 
HUTCHINSON ANNOUNCES 
CANDIDACY FOR MAYOR OF 

FORT LAUDERDALE
As a lifelong resident of Fort 

Lauderdale, a City I love and one 
I’m truly committed to has led to 
my decision to run for Mayor in 

2009.
Knowing the 

challenges ahead, 
such as property 
taxes, affordable 
housing, water sup-
ply, undergrounding 
power lines, develop-
ment, rising pension 
costs and preserva-
tion of neighborhoods, just to name a few, the 
knowledge and strength I’ve gained during the 

                             By Steve Kelley

On October 17, 2007, after a four day trial, a federal 
jury awarded 2006 Mayoral candidate Dan Lewis around 
$790,000 from mayoral candidate James Christopher Peer 
for his intentional misconduct in using a federal lawsuit to 
manipulate our 2006 mayoral election with “specific intent 
to harm.”

Readers of the Fort Lauderdale City News, September edi-
tion, recall that Dan Lewis, who was defeated by incumbent 
Mayor Naugle, counter sued Peer for an untrue and unlaw-
ful lawsuit filed days before the February election. After 21 
months, the Jury delivered their unanimous verdict.

Lewis claimed that James Christopher Peer, running for 
mayor, had filed a federal lawsuit against him for the purpose 
of abusing the judicial process in order to affect the outcome 
of our 2006 mayoral election. Peer was an odd candidate in 
that he lived and worked in Ocala and that his role in our 
mayoral race was highly suspect.

The federal lawsuit filed by Peer and his attorneys had 
the effect of damaging the reputation of Lewis in the critical 
weeks before the election and reducing his chances of vic-
tory.

Peer attended Naugle’s victory party to celebrate.
The jury found that Peer’s falsely filed federal lawsuit was 

done with “specific intent to harm” and thus set the stage for 
the highest standard for punitive awards.

Lewis was awarded around $133,500 in compensatory 
damages that includes $105,000 for three years of mayoral 
salary. Punitive damages were about $657,000.

This case has not come to an end. Additional attorney’s 

fees in the $500,000 range could also be awarded to Lewis. 
One of Peer’s lawyers were dismissed for flagrant disobedi-
ence of the judge’s orders during the litigation and Lewis in-
tends to seek damages.  

All three of his lawyers have disciplinary issues and sanc-
tions before the court which are likely to have ramifications 
before the Florida Bar.

There is much more to come in this story. Much needs to 
be determined: why would an Ocala resident decide to run 
for mayor of Fort Lauderdale? Now that Peer faces a heavy 
financial burden will he tell the truth about why he ran for  
mayor? Was he put up to it? Who stood to gain from his ac-
tions? Did Mayor Jim Naugle rig the election?

Lewis notes that in end, “We are going to get justice or 
money and not necessarily in that order.”

See a more complete story in the next issue of the Fort 
Lauderdale City News. All new developments in this, the Curi-
ous Case of our 2006 Mayoral Election, will be fully reported 
in the months ahead.
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PRE-SCHOOL
Now Enrolling for
Fall Session!

“Gold Seal” 
Award-Winner

Ages 2-5

Bi-lingual
Teachers

Offering: Soccer, 
Computer Lab,
& Much More!
Call Today for More info!

954-561-8601
1955 E. Oakland Park Blvd.

Shop now at
www.AChristmasPlace.com

The SMART TREE
NO HASSLE • WEATHERPROOF

CONDENSED STORAGE • NO LIGHTING
NO SHAPING • PLUG IT IN & DECORATE

......ZZIIPP......BBOOIINNGG......BBAANNGG

HHee’’ss
CCoommiinngg!!!!!!

HHee’’ss
CCoommiinngg!!!!!!

21,000 square feet with over
100,000 items!

Open Mon. - Sat., 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sun. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Twice Awarded
““BBeesstt CChhrriissttmmaass SShhoopp IInn AAmmeerriiccaa””

You’ve got to SEE it to BELIEVE it!

880000 NNEE 1133tthh SStt..,, FFtt.. LLaauuddeerrddaallee
995544--776633--11440033

Lifelike Trees - 30% offLifelike Trees - 30% off
Plus . . .

FREE - On/Off Switch - Power Evergreen
Scent Ball - H D Box - Repl. lights & Fuses

See the New
Smart Tree - No Shaping

Roofs, Walkways, 
Fences, Houses,  
Concrete, Decks,  

Chattahoochee, Pools, 
Pavers - ask about  
special projects!

Protect your investment 
in your beautiful brick 

paver driveway -  
Ask about our long-

lasting Paver Sealing!

Affordable Professional Pressure  
Cleaning will make your home look great! 

Josh - (954) 610-2639 
10% with this ad - Licensed & Fully Insured 

Free car wash with every
roof pressure cleaning! 
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The Fort Lauderdale City News is 
published monthly by City News and 
serves the 176,000 residents of Fort 
Lauderdale. Stephen M. Kelley, publish-
er, can be reached at (954) 564-1308.

Editorial Board
Tim Smith
Dan Lewis

Craig Sherritt
Ted Fling
Jon Albee

Ernest Kelley

Contributing Writers
Dr. Grayson Walker

Robert Cherin

Food and Entertainment
Kevin Lane

Rob Lowenberg

Advertising Sales: 
Monica Harris (954) 588-4970

Art Direction & Ad Design: 
Patti Smith - ads@citynewsfl.com

(954) 979-3276
www.citynewsfl.com

ADVERTISING RATES 
& SIZES

Deadlines for camera ready art and 
prepayment are the 10th of the month 
for the following month’s issue. Color 
ads are available - please call for prices. 
Adobe Acrobat files work best but we 
try to accommodate most graphic for-
mats. Our monthly advertising rates 
and ad dimensions are:

Full Page - 12.25 inches high by 
10.37 inches wide - $900

Half Page - 6.125 inches high by 
10.37 inches wide - $500.00

Quarter Page - 6.25 inches high 
by 5.10 inches wide - $290.00

For more information about adver-
tising please call Steve Kelley at (954) 
564-1308 or email your questions to 
ads@citynewsfl.com. 

Mail may be sent to:

Ft. Lauderdale City News
P. O. Box 347
300 E. Oakland Park Blvd.
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33334

Advertise in the 
Fort Lauderdale City News 
and reach the residents of 

Fort Lauderdale!

Introductory Rates are 
affordable and start at 

$900 for a full page, 
$500 for a half page and only  

$290 for a quarter page.

Call Steve Kelley at 
(954) 564-1308 

for more information about
advertising to this huge and 

high-quality audience.
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Gallery One, the landmark In-
tracoastal waterfront hotel formerly 
known as the Doubletree Guest Suites 
Galleria, is teaming up with Junior 
Achievement for a festive fun(d) raiser 
to ring-in the holiday season.  Planned 
for Thursday, November 29th, the ho-
tel will be “dressed for the holidays,” 
according to Chris Tompkins, Sales 
and Marketing Director for the water-
front hotel.

“Help us ring in the Holiday Sea-
son with a truly unique evening bene-
fiting Junior Achievement,” Chris said.  
“There will be a treasure-trove of one-
of-a-kind artistic gifts that would be 
a perfect holiday gift for your loved 
ones while also benefiting one of the 
city’s most recognized non-profits!  
This is a first-time event and we feel it 
will be a truly unique evening for our 
guests to be able to view many works 
of art throughout the Gallery Lounge 
and to meet many of the featured art-
ists that will be on hand to discuss 
the various techniques used to create 
their works.”  The art is from members 
of The Artists’ Guild of the Boca Raton 
Museum of Art.

“Our guests will have an opportu-
nity to bid on selected pieces through 
a Silent Auction, as well as 4 works 
of art specially selected for the Live 
Auction,” Gina Graves noted.  The 
holiday event runs from 5:30 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. Admission of $15 includes 

(seated) John Brink of Torque Advertising, with JA Professional Connection Board 
Member, Jamie Barrios of On The Ball, (standing) Gina Graves, Director of Devel-
opment of JA, Chris Tompkins, Gallery One Sales & Marketing Director and James 
Constantine, JA Professional Connection Board President with AT&T Mobility.

Attent ion:Attent ion:Attent ion:Attent ion:Attent ion: • Auto & Marine vendors
• Classic Car Exhibitors
• Classic Trailered Boats Exhibitors

Saturday, December 1st, 10am-4pm
in Ft. Lauderdale from Davie to SE 17th

on South Andrews Avenue

Contact Russ GaglianoRuss GaglianoRuss GaglianoRuss GaglianoRuss Gagliano
954-779-1420954-779-1420954-779-1420954-779-1420954-779-1420

merklvr@msn.commerklvr@msn.commerklvr@msn.commerklvr@msn.commerklvr@msn.com

The South Andrews Classic Car Show

Vendors: $50 private
$100 commercial

Car & Boat Exhibitors: $15 in advance
$20 day of the show

www.southandrews.com/show.htmlwww.southandrews.com/show.htmlwww.southandrews.com/show.htmlwww.southandrews.com/show.htmlwww.southandrews.com/show.html

GALLERY ONE HOTEL TEAMS WITH JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT FOR FESTIVE 
HOLIDAY PARTY AND ART AUCTION

two drinks, light hors d’oeuvres, and 
a chance to win a Gallery One Grand 
Door Prize with an approximate value 
of $750.00 that will include a 2-night 
stay at Gallery One.  Complimentary 
self-parking or valet parking at $8.00 
is available. Reservations to gina@ja-

southflorida.org are requested.
Following the Junior Achieve-

ment networking social, guests are 
welcome to remain at Gallery One 
and enjoy an evening of Jazz on the 
Water on the expansive patio.  “There 
is a $25.00 per table minimum food 
or beverage charge required at Jazz 
on the Water – so get a few of your 
friends together for an after-event 
drink, order an appetizer or two, take-
in the sounds of smooth jazz…..and 
enjoy one of Fort Lauderdale’s most 
exclusive Intracoastal waterfront ex-
periences,” Chris added. 

For information, call (954) 335-
4607.
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Registrations can only be accepted via our website listed above. Questions? Contact us at  shopper@mysteryguestinc.com. *Reimbursements vary per 
assignment.  All participants are volunteers and must be 21 years of age to participate.  Participation is limited to 6 times annually. Mystery Guest, Inc. (MGI) is a national 

market research company providing services for major restaurant chains and other businesses across the U.S.A. and Canada.   MGI is based in Winter Park, FL;, has been 
incorporated since 1992; is a member of Mystery Shopping Providers Association, BBB On Line, Better Business Bureau of Central Florida & Winter Park Chamber of 

Commerce.  

Wanted:  
Observant Diners 
We’re seeking frequent restaurant patrons to visit our clients’ 
establishments “anonymously” and document their experiences for 
customer service training.  Compensation for correctly completing 
the visit and online survey includes check/gift card 
reimbursement* plus a small bonus. 

Lunch & dinner visits now available in  

FORT LAUDERDALE & ACROSS THE U.S.
Learn more & register exclusively at 

www.MysteryGuestInc.

By Kristin Jacobs
Broward County Commission – 

District 2

Many people think of Port Ever-
glades as a cruise port or the place 
where their food, cloth-
ing, gasoline and wide-
screen televisions come 
in from foreign countries. 
But they may be surprised 
to learn their neighbors 
work there and local busi-
nesses depend on the 
goods and services at the 
Port. 

Port Everglades gen-
erates about 11,000 jobs 
in South Florida and about $16.8 bil-
lion in overall economic activity ac-
cording to a recent study.  Warehouse 
operators, truckers, longshoreman, 
stevedores, bankers, lawyers, ship 
suppliers, security firms, as well as 
taxi, bus and tour operators are just a 
few of the jobs created as a result of 
Broward County’s operations at Port 
Everglades.  Beyond the 11,000 jobs, 
another 16,500 jobs were produced 
due to activities at the Port or indi-
rectly created from spending by firms 
doing business at Port Everglades.  A 
study, performed by Martin Associ-
ates of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, stated 
188,203 jobs in Florida are in some 
way related to the cargo and cruise 
activity at Port Everglades.  

Local businesses receive approxi-
mately $2 billion of sales revenue 
through services provided to the 
cruise and cargo businesses operating 
at Port Everglades.  Statewide, cargo 
activity at Port Everglades created an 
additional $14.8 billion in business 
largely through exporters and import-
ers located throughout the State.  Na-
tionally, Port Everglades in the 11th 
busiest containerized cargo port and 
is completing its fifth consecutive year 
of growth with an average growth 
rate of 12.5 percent over the past five 
years. 

Protecting the balance
Just as Port Everglades is econom-

ically balanced it is also ecologically 
minded.  The Port serves as custodian 
to one of the most diverse ecosystems 
in the country.  Port officials work con-
tinuously to nurture the fragile envi-
ronment within and around Port Ev-
erglades.  Protecting manatees is one 
of the key aspects of Port Everglades’ 
environmental commitment.  These 
endangered, slow-moving aquatic 
mammals are offered secure areas for 
wintering, and all Port bulkheads are 

equipped with fenders to prevent an-
imals from getting injured between 
vessels or along seawalls. The Port’s 
manatee protection plan includes 
extensive manatee training for con-
tractors.  In addition, special teams 
of trained observers maintain daily 

logs and monitor manatees 
to ensure their well-being.  
Guidelines designed by 
Broward’s Port Everglades 
staff for the protection of 
manatees during dredg-
ing projects, now serve 
as a model for seaports 
throughout Florida.  

Port Everglades is pro-
actively protecting the en-
vironment in a host 
of other ways too, 

from removal of underground 
fuel storage tanks fuel stor-
age tanks, to pretreatment 
of stormwater runoff to en-
hance water quality.  Port reg-
ulations preclude wastewater 
discharge from vessels in port 
and other potentially harmful 
activities.  Use of biodiesel and 
other alternative fuels in Port 
operated vehicles and equip-
ment helps reduce particulate 

emissions.  The Port also provides prop-
erty for the Wildlife Care Center, which 
is engaged in rescue and treatment of 
injured and abandoned animals.

Maintaining a world class sea-
port

As one of South Florida’s leading 
economic engines, Port Everglades is 
the gateway for international trade and 
cruise vacations. It is one of the busiest 
cruise ports worldwide and among the 
fastest growing container ports in the 
United States.  Looking to the future, 
the Broward County Commission has 
retained the services of DMJM Harris, a 
nationally recognized engineering, plan-
ning and economic analysis consulting 

PORT EVERGLADES PROVIDES 11,000 JOBS firm, to prepare a comprehensive, five-
year Master Plan Update, and 10- and 
20-year Vision Plans.  Maintaining the 
appropriate balance between financial 
stability, capital development, security 
operations and environmental responsi-
bility is clearly achievable.  

I welcome your comments on op-
erations at our Port and any of the other 
variety of services and programs offered 
by the County Commission.  You may 
contact me anytime at 954-357-7002 
or kjacobs@broward.org. You might 
like to know the operations and man-
agement of Port Everglades does not 
rely on local tax dollars.  Both the Port 
and Airport are self-supporting opera-
tions managed by the Broward County 
Commission. 
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Save up to 44% on your
Citizens Windstorm Insurance!

Have you had your Citizens Windstorm Insurance 
Discount Inspection yet? 

Substantial discounts for Citizen’s Property Insurance
premiums are available for homes in your area! 

Save up to 44% on your
Citizens Windstorm Insurance!

If you haven’t had a windstorm inspection you could be entitled to discounts up to 44% 
of your premium. Homeowners who have had an inspection, but did so prior to 7/1/05, 
there are now additional discounts available to you! 

Based on the thousands of inspections we have performed you are guaranteed to save 
money! If your home does not qualify for any discounts, there is no charge for your 
inspection! Schedule your appointment today by calling: 

Don Meyler Inspections 954-749-7099.

FESTIVAL OF 
TREES - AN 

ARTFUL HOLIDAY 
CELEBRATION

Friday, November 16, & 
Sunday, November 25, 2007

 
Radio City Music Hall can’t hold 

a candle to this year’s Festival of Trees 
-  An Artful Holiday Celebration pre-
sented by Beaux Arts and hosted by 
The Galleria at Fort Lauderdale.   Spar-
kling Designer Trees, Twinkling Designer 
Wreaths, Delicious Gingerbread Houses 
and the World Famous Rockettes will be 
on hand to present the community with 
this year’s Festival of Trees.

 Festival of Trees is a 10 day holiday 
celebration benefiting the Museum of 
Art Fort Lauderdale.  The event includes 
trees, wreaths and gingerbread houses 
all designed, decorated and donated by 
members, artists, friends and local busi-
nesses of the community and are avail-
able for purchase.  All proceeds benefit 
the Museum of Art

“We’re really hoping to have a great 
pre-sale tree event this year.  If your of-
fice building or charity of choice would 
like to have a beautifully decorated tree 
for the holidays, this is a great place to 

purchase it” said Cecily Conklin, Fes-
tival of Trees chairman.  “We have so 
many great designers, I can’t wait to see 
their beautifully decorated trees.” notes 
Dawn Reed, president of Beaux Arts. 

 There are several events that are 
being coordinated around Festival of 
Trees including Opening Night Cocktails 
& Reception, Friday November 16, 2007 

and Teddy Bear Tea on Saturday Novem-
ber 17 which includes lunch with Santa 
who arrives by Fire Truck.  

The trees are open to the public No-
vember 17 through November 25 from 
10:00 a.m. until 9:00 p.m.  General ad-
mission is free.  Donations are accepted.  
Visit their website for more information, 
www.BeauxArtsFLL.com

BIRDING CLASS 
WITH PADDY 

CUNNINGHAM

Saturday, December 8 at 
Green Cay

Bonnet House Museum & Gar-
dens continues its extremely popular 
Birding Classes for beginner to skilled 
bird watchers.  The next class is sched-
uled for Saturday, December 8 and it 
will include a field trip to Green Cay. 

The classes are offered individually 
and are scheduled on Saturdays from 
8:30am – 11:30am.  Expert guide 
Paddy Cunningham will show you 
how to spot the birds with a focus 
on bird identification and behavior. 
All classes include field trips and are 
aimed at learning new skills, exploring 
local and regional birding locations—
and having fun!

The cost of each class is $15 for 
members and $20 for non-members.  

For registration or more informa-
tion, please contact Linda Schaller 
at 954-563-5393 ext. 137 or lindas-
challer@bonnethouse.org.
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PLANTING TREES 
AND OUR NEW 

WEATHER 
PATTERNS

By Anthony R. Mellard, Arborist
954-972-8135

For the second straight year 
we’ve gotten lucky with hurricanes. 
We have not even had a close call to 
get nervous about. 

It is however, interesting how 
new warmer weather patterns across 
the nation affect the incoming storms 
that form off the west coast of Africa. 
As everyone knows we have been 
forecast to receive the most serious 
hurricanes we can experience over, at 
least the next decade. 

It has been interesting to see 
how high pressure systems sitting 
over the United States have been so 
consistent and unerring as to cause 
a buffeting affect against trying to 
hit Florida. We know many tempera-

ture records were broken across the 
U.S. and this August here in Broward 
County has been the hottest on re-
cord. This heating action appears to 
have caused the tropical waves com-
ing off the west coast of Africa to veer 

southward away from us because the 
steady high pressure keeps it pushed 
down closer to the north coast of 
South America.

When the high pressure system 

over the U.S. abates in September it 
seems we receive much more of the 
tropical stream that comes from the 
heated oceans. 

For the past months we have re-
ceived a heavy dose of moisture that 

wafts its way over 
Florida. Even kids 
wake up cranky 
in this weather 
and anyone with 
aches and pains, 
or worse, allergies 
have been driven 
nuts by this. 

This stream 
of tropical warm 
air saturated with 
rich pollen has 
caused our trees 
to abundantly 
blossom. 

It’s the way 
things were be-

fore Wilma and all her friends came to 
town. Rain every day has helped enor-
mously and Mother nature is kicking up 
her heels again. However, I don’t think 
there is a soul in this town that won’t 
be happier to see some drier times. My 

sinuses sure will. In the meantime, it’s 
important to take note of some impor-
tant things as trees burst back into life. 
Big storms do a great job of spreading 
seeds.

I have one customer with twelve 
new mahogany trees growing out of 
the roots of his ficus tree. He doesn’t 
need twelve mahoganies growing out 
of his ficus roots. In fact, he doesn’t 
need any. It’s great to see what mother 
nature can do but... ! 

Pull unwanted intruders before they 
get out of hand or I’ll have to charge 
you to get them out. And remember, 
no trees under the eve of your house. 
Facia boards wear badly with wind and 
branches scraping them. 

This weather is great for stuff to 
grow right now. Please note, that as 
the trees have gotten greener we un-
doubtedly are the benefactors of better 
air and lower carbon dioxide levels. We 
got a lot of cars here and it makes a dif-
ference. 

Plant trees. Plant all you can. We will 
need them! 

Yours for thirty years, 
Tony the Tree Man

HOUSE ON THE 
MARKET TOO 

LONG?
PAINT IT FOR A 

QUICK SALE
Waiting for your house to sell? You 

and 40,921 others in Broward County. 
(MLS as of 09/14/07). 

That’s approximately every 12th 
single family home is for sale. Here is a 
trick that my clients use to help sell their 
homes. “Exterior Paint Make-Overs” 

Q: What is an Exterior Paint 
Make-Over? 

It’s exterior house painting de-
signed, by professional designers, to 
significantly enhance the look of your 
architecture. 

Q: “Why does an Exterior Paint 
Make-Over make my home more 
desirable than an ordinary paint 
job?” 

It’s not magic, it’s a science. Univer-
sal design principles have been used for 
years in various fields: Product Design, 
Color Psychology, and Marketing, to 
name a few. 

Think of your home as another 
“product.” These design principles help 
make it sell visually. It’s all about control-

ling where The Buyer focuses. 

Q: “How does an Exterior Paint 
Make-Over help sell my house?” 
The more desirable something is, 
the faster it sells.

Curb Appeal - If the buyer doesn’t 
like how your house looks from the 
curb, they most likely will pass. Compe-
tition - If you had 200 homes to see, 
which ones would you pick? First, the 
ones in your location. Second, the ones 
in your price range. Third, ones that get 
your attention! Attention - An Exterior 
Paint Make-Over makes your house 
stand out from the competition and 
attract attention. People pay more for 
products that look attractive. 

Q: “My home is already listed 
with a Realtor. What do I do now?” 
Great. Since you both win when the 
property sells, you already have a part-
ner. Negotiate. Ask your Realtor what 
% of their commission is budgeted for 
your open houses and advertising. Of-
fer to forgo these in exchange for your 
Realtor helping to make your home 
more saleable, instead. 

Q: “Should I consider reduc-
ing the list price of my home to 
get it sold?”

Before you give away $10,000-

$20,000 dollars, let’s look at alterna-
tives. An Exterior Paint Make-Over will 
probably cost you a tiny fraction of this, 
and be complete in a few weeks. 

Q: “Why should I invest in a 
home I am selling?” 

To save in the long run. How much 
are 3 more months of carrying costs? 
An Exterior Paint Make-
Over might be more afford-
able. Why not improve your 
chances of selling? Q: “I’m a 
Broker / Agent. How do I get 
rid of too much inventory?” 
In a slow market, we have to 
think creatively outside the 
box. Why not try something 
proven and inexpensive? 

The homes that I have 
designed sold on average 

17.5% above the price of local comps. 

Offer something creative and wow 
your customers.

About the Author:
Amanda Hart is a licensed designer 

and the owner of Paint Smart. 561-373-
7388

After

Before
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SYMPHONY OF THE SYMPHONY OF THE 
AMERICASAMERICAS

            A Valued Community Institution

                       by Dr. Peter Babinski

For 19 years the Symphony 
of the Americas has endeav-
ored to bring the best of classi-
cal music to the people of South 
Florida. By presenting diverse 
orchestral repertoire at intimate-
ly scaled concerts by our resi-
dent orchestra and international 
guest artists, the Symphony of 
the Americas takes pride, as it 
enters its 20th Anniversary Sea-
son, in the contribution it makes 
to the cultural environment here 
in South Florida.

The Symphony of the Amer-
icas has also pledged to take a 
leadership role in fostering cul-
tural relations with all the Ameri-
cas, initiating musical exchanges 
over three continents with excel-
lent European chamber orches-
tras as part of its Summerfest 
musical festival.

The Symphony of the Americas is dedicated to improving 
the lives of our children through the magic of musical inves-
tigations. Beginning with “Peanut Butter ‘N Jamboree” Con-
certs for the entire family, including toddlers and pre-scholol-
ers- to learning experiences such as instrument workshops, 

open rehearsals and full concerts for school-age and older 
students, the Symphony offers a range of vibrant experiences 
to stretch young minds and senses. Master classes with world-
class artists afford young adults the opportunity to discuss in-
ternational perspectives on music-making and living. Educa-
tional and outreach programs reach over 35,000 people.

As a collaborator with community organizations such as 
the Museum of Art, the Murray Dranoff Two Piano Competi-

tion, the United Way, community cen-
ters and churches, the Symphony of 
the Americas is woven into the fabric 
of our community. Presentations by the 
Symphony are not done and forgotten. 
Summerfest and other concerts are cap-
tured on PBS and compact disc record-
ings, which are distributed nationally 
and internationally.

The main goal of the Symphony of 
the Americas is to enrich the lives of all 
who hear us through the wonderful 
power of music.

Our opening night feature this year 
is on Tuesday the 23rd of October, 

2007, honoring Hispanic Heritage 
Month, and features the music of Ger-
shwin, Ginasters, Copland and the mu-
sic of a Cuban composer, chosen by our 
guest soloist Jorge Luis Prats. Music will 
be performed in the Broward Center of 
the Performing Arts, in Fort Lauderdale. 

And the next performance will be November20, with the mu-
sic

Our Symphony can be reached at sympamer@aol.com 
for further information, and the telephone number is 954-
545-0088.

INSIDE OUT THEATRE 
PRESENTS “TRIPTYCH” at 

THE MUSEUM OF ART

Inside Out Theatre Company will 
present the play “Triptych” by Edna 
O’Brien, through November 18 at the 
Museum of Art, One East Las Olas Blvd. 
in downtown Ft. Lauderdale.  

“Triptych” is the story of three 
women, a wife, mistress and daughter 
and the intermingling of their lives as 
they revolve around a successful writer. 
O’Brien’s work is a passionate and pro-
vocative piece that depicts love’s ability 
to simultaneously unfetter and ensnare.  
The production, which features an 
award-winning cast starring Sandra Ives, 
Lisa Morgan and Kim Morgan Dean, will 
play Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 
8:00 p.m., and Saturdays and Sundays 
at 2:00 p.m. Tickets can be purchased 
by calling 954-385-3060 or online at 
www.insideouttheatre.org.  Prices are: 
$30 for Gen. Admission, $25 for Mu-
seum members, $24.00 for Seniors and 
$10 for Students (with valid i.d.).  

For more information, visit www.
insideouttheatre.org  or call 954-385-
3060.

“…an intricate trio of women in 
love…emotionally brave and engag-
ingly clever” -

San Francisco Chronicle
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Candidates’ Stump
Expectations, Meet 

Reality
By Mark LaFontaine, Candidate for 

District 92

Broward residents are not happy, 
and it shouldn’t be a surprise to any-
one.

First, everyone’s received their TRIM 
notices with the expected property tax 
bill amounts.  Did you receive the giant 
tax cut you were expecting?  If you did, 
you are one of the few.

Second, we’re another day closer to 
January’s election on the property tax 
reform proposal, and the prognosis is 
not good.  Whether that’s because the 
proposal is complicated, or hasn’t been 
sufficiently explained to voters, or is 
just a bad piece of legislation is unclear.   
Again, the outcome doesn’t meet the 
expectations.

Legislators in Tallahassee don’t 
seem to understand the depth of ap-
prehension residents have toward “the 
process” that is supposed to fix this cri-
sis.  And who can blame them?   So far, 
all we’ve heard is an updated version 
of the classic punch line, “I’m from the 
government and I’m here to help.” 

Throw in the uncertainty surround-
ing PIP for auto insurance, and Florida 
once again looks like the gang that can’t 
shoot straight.

Here’s one truth: In the past year 
we’ve heard lawmakers issuing “best 
case” scenarios for their property tax 
reform plans, and homeowners hear-
ing “best case” scenarios for their own 
personal situations.  But the two cannot 
be reconciled.

That’s where I come in.  I’m an ac-
countant and investment planner by 
profession.  It’s my job to tell you straight 
out what’s happening with your mon-
ey and your financial situation.  As a 
candidate for the State Legislature from 
District 92, I’ll do the same.  And if I’m 
elected to this post, I’ll still do the same 
from Tallahassee.

One thing that seems certain is that 
this time next year we’ll still be discuss-
ing this issue.  If voters reject the “su-
per homestead” reduction on January’s 
ballot, legislators will have to go back to 
the drawing board in the spring session 
to find another solution.  And another 
budget cycle will have passed for our 
municipalities, who have already taken 
deep cuts to provide you with your 
(admittedly paltry) property tax cut this 
year.

More library closings, staff reduc-
tions, and police overtime cuts are on 
the horizon for 2008.

Broward is undergoing profound 

changes right now.  I grew up here and 
have lived here all my life.  I’ve seen us 
go from a coastline of small beach com-
munities to a booming metropolis.  (Re-
member what a big deal it was when 
we received our own area code?) 

The beautiful paradise we used to 
know is now wrought with the same 
challenges other large metropolitan 
areas face.  Underpinning everything 
is the ability to afford your own home 
and to achieve a standard of living that 
allows you and your family to be com-
fortable.  This concept is known around 
the world as the American Dream, and 
it is one of the reasons Broward has 
changed so much over the past few 
decades -- people are flocking here to 
experience our piece of paradise.

All that is in danger now due to the 
property tax crisis.  For the first time ever, 
Broward has experienced a population 
decrease, as frustrated residents just 
gave up and decided to make their lives 
elsewhere.  Many parents are finding 
that their kids who go away to school 
aren’t returning to live here after gradu-
ation because they can’t afford housing.  
Other parts of Florida are seeing the 
same flight.

So how do we fix this?  First, let’s 
recognize that Florida’s CFO, Alex Sink, 
is an accomplished financial manager 
who has her eyes on what’s happening 
in Broward and around the state.  

Second, let’s send her some backup 
in Tallahassee.  I will be the only accoun-
tant in the state legislature if you elect 
me.  I will take my strong credentials, 
work experience, and history of work-
ing with the community to devise and 
implement the financial control system 
and oversight processes we need to 
straighten out Florida’s financial mess.  

I’ve said it before, but it really is true 
– it’s your money!  Shouldn’t your elect-
ed representatives provide the frame-
work for your community to achieve 
economic success?

If one city in Broward goes bust be-
cause of the property tax crisis, the en-
tire region is adversely impacted.  And 
in a national economy with a predicted 
recession looming, all of Florida suffers.

And that’s just not an expectation.  
That will be a reality.

Mark LaFontaine is an accountant 
who lives and works in Oakland Park.  
He is a candidate for the State Legisla-
ture from District 92, which covers parts 
of Fort Lauderdale, Wilton Manors, Oak-
land Park, Pompano Beach and Deer-
field Beach.  You can learn more about 
him at www.MarkLaFontaine.com

Candidates: 
considering a run 
for public office in 

2009?
            by Steve Kelley

In March, 2009, the mayor’s seat 
and all four city commission will likely 
be open to challengers. Mayor Naugle 
along with Commissioners Hutchin-
son and Moore will be term limited 
out of office. 

The Fort Lauderdale City News 
goes to every voter in the city.

Call (954) 564-1308 and let’s dis-
cuss how the Fort Lauderdale City 
News can help you get your message 
out.

Almost always, late-starting chal-
lengers and weakly run campaigns 
meet the same end: defeat.

Now is the time to let the voters 
know who you are and what you can 
do for the city.

 US REP. BARNEY FRANK 
ENDORSES MARK 

LAFONTAINE

U.S. Rep. Barney Frank, chair of the 
House Financial Services Committee, 
has endorsed Mark LaFontaine for the 
seat representing Florida House District 
92.  Frank, who is openly gay, noted 
LaFontaine’s community activism in his 
endorsement.

“Mark LaFontaine has been an ef-
fective defender and fighter for LGBT 
equality on a number of fronts,” Rep. 
Frank said in a statement.   “He will be 
an effective state representative, not 
just for the LGBT community, but for 
the broader community as well.”

A resident of Broward County since 
he was six years old, Mark LaFontaine 
has been active in the local community 
for years.  He currently serves as the na-
tional treasurer of American Veterans for 
Equal Rights (AVER) and as president of 
the local Gold Coast chapter, the largest 
in the organization.  LaFontaine is also 
a member of the Broward County Vet-
erans Council, and is the only veteran in 
the race, having served in the US Coast 
Guard.

Owner of a successful accounting 
practice based in Oakland Park, LaFon-
taine is a board member of Oakland 
Park Main Street, which is guiding that 
city’s development, and also has been 
a member of the Fort Lauderdale Audit 
Committee, which oversees the city’s 
finances.

“Rep. Frank knows how important 
my financial background will be in Tal-
lahassee, especially considering the 
daunting fiscal issues Florida faces,” La-
Fontaine said.  “And as a veteran who 
is well aware of the challenges our men 

and women returning from battle face 
here at home, I can say with certainty 
that Rep. Frank’s endorsement means 
we’ll have a strong Florida connection 
to one of the most vocal advocates in 
Washington.”

Florida House District 92 includes 
parts of Deerfield Beach, North Lauder-
dale, Oakland Park, Oakland Park, Poin-
settia Heights, Pompano Beach, Tama-
rac, Victoria Park and Wilton Manors.

time as a 14 year activist and the last 7 
years as Commissioner has provided 
me the ability to face these issues and 
others head on.  I have always and 
will continue to embrace an “open 
door” policy at City Hall.  Encourag-
ing input and comments from resi-
dents on decisions being made and 
likewise how we, as a City, can do 
a better job.  Making sure residents 
and neighborhoods stay a “part of 
the process”.

Fort Lauderdale, a vibrant diverse 
community needs a Mayor who truly 
embraces the diversity this City has 
worked hard to achieve.  Quite frank-
ly, it’s our diverseness that makes Fort 
Lauderdale one of the great Cities in 
the country.

I look forward to the next 16 
months and hearing from each of 
you.

I can be reached at (954) 523-
5354 or e-mail CindiHutchinson@
aol.com

Cindi Hutchinson announces candidacy 
for mayor - Continued from page 1
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MY FACE IN YOUR 
SPACE

    
            By Diane Feen

I always thought that love made the 
world go around. Now 
I know better. It seems 
love has been trumped 
by friendship. Why else 
would 100 million peo-
ple be scrolling aimless-
ly around cyberspace 
looking for new friends? 
In my day if you were so 
lonely that you had to 
tell strangers your age 
and your favorite book 
title you were shipped 
off to a good psychotherapist.  

But not now – today everyone is 
off by themselves cruising myspace, 
facebook, YouTube, friendster, multiply 
and points beyond. This type of cyber-
socializing is so popular that presidential 
hopefuls are chiming in. How else do 
you think I found out that Mitt Rom-
ney’s wife’s favorite TV shows are  Bos-
ton Legal, The Office, Grey’s Anatomy, 
Lost, House and Seinfeld reruns. 

I was happy to see that Mrs. Rom-
ney and I share some common ground 
(Grey’s Anatomy and Seinfeld re-runs) 
but my infatuation with this first lady 
hopeful was quickly dispelled when I 
discovered she joined myspace to net-
work and make friends. Let me tell you, 
if you’re husband is handsome, rich and 
the governor of Massachusetts and you 
still need friends, then I say you have 
some serious social issues to address. 
But when I found out that Ann’s (we’re 
on a first name basis now) source of 
social pain is competition with her hus-
band (he has 24,633 friends) then I un-
derstood her plight. 

I know how that kind of cyber-re-
jection can feel. Just the other day I 
joined myspace.com (I needed more 
closet space and got enamored with 
the name) within a few minutes I made 
a friend. His name is Tom, he’s 31-years-
old (a little young for me, but 50 is the 
new 30) and he is a Leo (good match 
here). He lives in Santa Monica and is 
interested in me despite the fact that 
my picture is nowhere to be found (I 
love him already he knows that beauty 
comes from within).

I finally understood the lure of all 
these spaces, places and wired where-
abouts. It is intimacy without being 

intimate, sociable without the awk-
wardness of socializing (cuts out the 
middleman – no high heels and make-
up) and beguiling without the hint of 
self-consciousness (cyberspace is so au 
currant). 

But my elation was 
short lived when I found 
out that Tom works for 
myspace and is my cyber-
social tour-guide - not 
a potential suitor. Nice 
guy that he is (I was right 
about him) he feels sorry 
for me (I have no cyber-
space friends) and wants 
me to invite some of my 
real friends. Sorry no deal, 
I tell Tom, the last time I did 

that my girlfriend Linda ran off with my 
fiancé Dale (lots of hours on the couch 
dissecting that social matrix match). 

Just as I was leaving myspace 
(square footage not disclosed) I hap-
pened to notice that Annie from Ijams-
ville, Indiana was looking for friends. 
The poor woman is 47-years-old, has a 
husband and is on myspace looking for 
friends? Her husband must be a dud, I 
thought to myself. But before I could call 
in a cyber-therapist to help Annie, I no-

ticed she had posted a picture of herself 
smiling between two attractive gentle-
men. Perhaps Annie just needs some-
one to shop with – whatever.

The reason everyone (including An-
nie) is flocking to these cyber-smorgas-
bords of social-ability is that they are 
lured by the premise of a “place to ex-
press themselves and maybe make small 
talk with someone who feels the same 
way about things as they do.” That’s 
what has me worried. Brian is looking 
for hot chicks and can’t find his wallet 
(no wonder he has no friends), Zachery 
is 18-years-old (a mere amoeba) and 
wants me to come to Wildwood New 
Jersey, and the designated cool person 
of the day - Bub is showing off his tat-
toos and flexing his muscles (I’m think-
ing more brains less brawn). 

Even though Rupert Murdoch just 
paid $580 million to host Bub and Brian 
I am thinking I should mosey on down 
to facebook. Perhaps at this site I can 
hone in on someone to share my most 
intimate thoughts. But I realize I am out 
of my element immediately when I read 
the first posting, “If U Put a Pic On Here 
it will be Judged either positive or nega-
tive DONT get mad no matta wat the 
response is.” (too much pressure I’m 

Another Day in Paradise
thinking and besides you have to from 
the class of 2010).

If 87 million people are joining cool 
groups and making new friends each 
month then my cyber-social nirvana 
must be at YouTube. After all Google 
just paid $1.65 billion for it, Brad Pitt is 
there (making it worth every cent) and 
you get to rate the video of the day (a 
cerebral effort indeed). It all seemed too 
good to be true – that is until I watched 
the “Pick of the Day.” This four and a 
half star video was called Tomato in a 
blender at high speed/slow motion. It 
received 5,320 viewers and was rated 
very highly. But to me, it was second 
rate. I prefer more stimulating activities 
like filing my nails and picking lint off my 
sweaters.

Besides, I’m on the phone right 
now with the executives at Google. I’m 
waiting for them to make me an offer 
for my rolodex.

Diane Feen is a freelance writer for 
newspapers, magazines, newsletters, 
marketing and website copy and cor-
porate communications. She can be 
reached at dfyoga@aol.com or at 561-
212-9491.

RING IN THE HOLIDAY SEASON AT THE 27th ANNUAL 
VICTORIA PARK HOME TOUR 

If you’ve been shopping lately, you’ve already seen the signs: sparkling ornaments and bright wreaths mean the holi-
days will soon be upon us!  Grab your calendar and plan to enjoy the start of the season as our special guest: the 27th 
annual Victoria Park Holiday Home Tour will be held on December 1st and 2nd, the first weekend of the month.  As we do 
every year, the residents of the oldest neighborhood in Fort Lauderdale will open six to eight of our homes to one and all 
to start the season right.

Our guests will have the opportunity to explore both exquisite new homes and charming older cottages (some dating 
back to the 1920â�™s) in this enchanting community.  The tour includes the lush gardens and festively-decorated interiors 
of some of the most distinctive private residences in the city, some of which have never before been opened to the public.  
The event, coordinated by the Victoria Park Civic Association, will be staffed by dozens of knowledgeable volunteers and 
often the homeowners themselves, who enjoy welcoming visitors into their charming neighborhood.

The route through Victoria Park is divided in two sections, with a festive stop in the middle where our guests enjoy 
complimentary refreshments and can browse the works of talented local artisans.  (Plan to do some holiday shopping here: 
you’ll get in the spirit of the season and cross some items off your list, as well!)   Visitors can ride in style and comfort in air-
conditioned limousine coaches between homes.  End-to-end, the tour via coach lasts approximately two hours.  If you’d like 
to add some exercise to your tour, be assured you’ll enjoy it: Victoria Park was recently voted the number one spot to take 
a walk by the Eastsider newspaper!  Maps are available at the starting point, and guests are welcomed to alternate strolling 
on foot with travel on the coach as they please. 

The tour starts each day at 1 p.m. in front of Virginia Shuman Young Elementary School, located at East Broward Bou-
levard and NE 9th Avenue.  Free parking is available nearby.  The last coach leaves at 4 p.m. each day.  The closing of the 
homes begins at Home #1 at 5 p.m., with the remaining homes closing in sequence thereafter.

Tickets may be purchased at the starting point on the days of the tour for $25.00, or purchase your ticket in advance 
and save $5.00!  For information on where to pre-purchase tickets, you may log onto the Association’s web site at www.
vpca.org, or call 954-467-2008 for information.



Get a free subscription - subscribe@citynewsfl.com www.citynewsfl.com Page 11  - November, 2007 -  Fort Lauderdale City News

Russ Gagliano Jr.: A Grandmaster of a Lost Art
          By Robert Cherin

On Dec. 1st, more than 10,000 
people will flock to the Annual Holi-
day on the Avenue Classic Car Show & 
Street Fair to ooh and ahh at the 300 or 
so restored antique cars and boats. 

It’s the sixth time this event is pre-
sented by the South Andrews Business 
Association and Russ Gagliano Jr. But 
few know what a long hilly road Ga-
gliano drove to get this far.  

Gagliano’s place, Custom Cars, at 
209 SW 16 Ct., looks more like a mu-
seum than a garage. Its floors are clean 
enough to spread out a picnic blanket 
for a feast of southern fried chicken and 
lemonade, but there isn’t the room. 

His warehouse bay contains three 
antique cars in different stages of resto-
ration, and one outside waits its turn. 
On its walls are autographed photo-
graphs of famous people who hired 
him to restore their classic cars.  

He pointed. “That’s Whitey Ford. 
He was quite a collector. It was him 
who turned my life around.” The leg-
endary Yankees pitcher owned a ‘32 
Packard that he entrusted to him, and it 
was taking forever to get it finished. 

“He left messages on my machine: 
‘Russ is my car ready yet?’”  

In those years Gagliano worked on 
a boat, 20 days on and 10 days off. It 
was during those 10 days that he got 
to the cars.  

“One day Whitey came to my shop. 
He said, ‘what are you doing, playing 
out on the water. Your talents lie here, 
working on these antique, custom cars.’ 
That catapulted me.  

“Whitey was right. I quit the boats 
and rented a warehouse, and next thing 
you know, I’m working on this car, that 
car. See that photo? Steve McQueen. He 
trusted his cars to me. Even the Miami 
Dolphins, when they were hot, back in 
the ‘70s, had me caring for their spe-
cial cars. I hired talented employees, the 
shop-things couldn’t have been better. 
And then I had my accident.”  Gaglia-
no had a wipeout on a motorcycle and 
was paralyzed for 2-1/2 years. He lost 
the garage and went into a deep funk.

“Thanks to the good Lord, I began 
to heal. There were people waiting for 
me to get better. They asked, ‘Russ, are 
you ready to work again?’ Little by little, 
I worked on one car, than another, that 
was my rehabilitation.”  

He built himself up and got a bigger 
and better shop. “I was doing well, on 
TV and radio, in newspapers.”  Then I 
had a confrontation with the landlord. 
He sold the building which put an end 
to Gagliano’s shop.  

“At that time I was doing work for 
Arthur Stone, a car collector in Fort 
Lauderdale. He wanted to build a mu-

seum.”  He and Stone made a deal. 
Starting out with six Packards, the South 
Florida Antique Car Museum, at 1527 S. 
W. 1st Ave. grew to 32 Packards. 

“His vision is just unbelievable. The 

place is wonderful. But I wanted to 
open this place,” he said. Two years ago 
Gagliano he resigned as the museum’s 
curator.  

“Things are so different today,” he 
lamented. Just to learn the art of me-
chanics and restoration he put up with 
the two brothers who owned a garage 
across the street from where his family 
lived, in Utica, NY.  

Cars fascinated him, so he made a 
pest of himself by hanging out at that 
garage, under the pretext of putting air 
into his bike’s tires.  

He said, “The brothers who owned 
the garage asked, ‘Hey kid, what are 
you hanging around here for? Get out 
of here!’”  

Undeterred he kept coming back.  
“I’d always be looking,” Gagliano said. 
“I’d be asking, why are they underneath 
a car? At that time there were very few 
lifts. You got underneath on a creeper. 
You know, I think I wore those to guys 
down.”  

One of them said, ‘Hey kid, hand 
me that 9/16ths wrench.’  

“I didn’t know what a 9/16ths 
was,” Gagliano said, “but I learned. 
When most guys after school went to 
baseball practice, football, soccer, I got 
on my bike and hauled ass down to the 
garage.” 

According to Gagliano, back in the 
day when families had values and dined 
together, “God forbid if I wasn’t sitting 
at the table when dad got home around 
six. He worked for the NY Central. But 
my mom knew where to find me. She’d 
call out and I’d come rushing across the 
street. I really loved those old cars.”  

   At 17 Gagliano enlisted in the Marine 
Corps. He was trained as a welder, at-
tached to the motor pool.  

“When the officers found out about 
my skills, they had me customize theirs, 

they liked racing them.”  
But once the military figured out 

that Private Gagliano was enjoying his 
hitch, they transferred him from the mo-
tor pool to a school to learn how chase 
down prisoners. They made a screw of 
him, a stockade turnkey.  

“My love was always for the motor 
pool. So when I wasn’t spit and polish, 
I’d be greasy from the motor pool. And 
then I bought a car, an old (‘47) Ford, 
and restored it.”  

Today Gagliano specializes in Pack-
ards, Lincolns and Cadillacs.  

“Because of my good fortune of 
no longer being paralyzed, I wanted to 
give back. So I put on these car shows-I 
do a lot of charity work.”  

The movie Rebel without a Cause 
left an impressionable Gagliano to be-
come a collector of actor James Dean 
memorabilia. He was only 12 when 

Dean crashed his Porsche into a tree 
and died.  

“I just visited the crash site, I was out 
in California, I did the Great Race this 
year,” he said, another car show he pre-
sented. To honor James Dean, Gagliano 
put in the garage a room the size of a 
bowling lane, its walls brimming with 
photographs and other Dean memora-
bilia.  

Gagliano feels that restoring old 
cars is a lost art. Most of the other shops 
around are closing, mainly because of 
needing skilled help. Young guys just 
don’t want to work on a car for a year.

“It not only takes your mind and 
your hands, but the biggest thing is 
your heart. You have to take that car 
that is rusty and greasy and terrible, and 
you have to have vision to look at it and 
say, this is what it will look like.” 

As it was with Whitey Ford, the ca-
maraderie, the friendship built between 
the customer and Gagliano is not just a 
check.  “He (the antique car buff) trusts 
you with his baby. Sometimes I get a car 
that’s worth $10,000 and the customer 
will put $50,000 into it. That’s love.” 

This year’s Classic Car Show and Fair 
is hosted by the Fort Lauderdale region 
Antique Automobile Club of America. It 
is a one day event, open from 9 am to 
4 pm on South Andrews Ave. between 
Davie Blvd. and S. W. 17th St. 

New this year, are boats and a flea 
market. “Scott Heintz the Music Man” 
will be the DJ. There are automotive, 
marine, antique, green market vendors. 
A Toys for Tots drop off as well as a 
booth for Broward Children’s Hospital. 
There is a complimentary breakfast for 
all car entrants.  

And on Sunday, Dec. 2nd visit the 
Festival Flea Market Mall in Pompano 
Beach for the 2nd Annual Holiday Clas-
sic & Foreign Car Show, from 11 am to 
4 pm.

Russ Gagliano can be reached at 
(954) 560-5412.
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Broward County 
Offers New 2007 
Home Ownership 

Program
As a follow up to the success of the 

2007 Single Family Bond Program, the 
Broward County Housing and Com-
munity Development Division and the 
Housing Finance Authority are offering 
a new 2007 Home Ownership Program 
designed to help homebuyers achieve 
their dream of home ownership.

The 2007 Home Ownership Pro-
gram offers a 30-year, fixed-rate first 
mortgage at 6.60 percent and 4.00 per-
cent of the full loan amount to be cred-
ited to down payment or closing costs. 
There are no loan origination fees or dis-
count fees. The first mortgage and note 
are exempt from documentary stamps 
and intangible tax, representing signifi-
cant savings for homebuyers.

The program is available for pur-
chase of a new or existing single fam-
ily home, condominium or townhome 
located in Broward County. You do 
not have to be a first-time buyer, but 
you must meet standard credit require-
ments. Other requirements include:

    * Household incomes may not 
exceed $73,680 for one- or two-person 
households, or $85,960 for households 
with three or more persons

    * Purchase price for a home can-
not exceed $525,090

    * $225 bond program fee is due 
at closing

    * All buyers must attend an ap-
proved homebuyer counseling course

Interested applicants may contact 
participating lenders to pre-qualify. For 
more information and a list of partici-
pating lenders, visit www.broward.org/
housing, or call the Broward County 
Call Center at 954-831-4000; TTY: 954-
831-3994.

Main Street Green 
Market Returns

On Saturday November 17th, 2007, 
the revival of the Main Street Green Mar-
ket begins.  Wilton Manors Main Street, 
a downtown development corpora-
tion, will kickoff this seasonal event at 
the newly opened Richardson Historic 
Park & Nature Preserve, located at 1937 
Wilton Drive, Wilton Manors, FL 33305.  
The Green Market will take place every 
third Saturday of the month from No-
vember 2007 through April 2008, from 
8:00AM to 2:00PM.  This event has free 
parking.

The Green Market will feature farm 
fresh fruits and vegetables, herbs and 
spices, tropical plants and orchids, 
fresh baked breads and 
pastries, fresh coffee 
grounds and beans, 
and handcrafted pot-
tery, etc.

Wilton Manors Main 
Street, Inc. is a 501 (c) (3) 
not-for-profit corpora-
tion dedicated to mak-
ing Wilton Drive and 
Northeast 26th Street 
in Wilton Manors, the 
most sort-after down-
town district in South 
Florida. Our Mission is 
“To create an environ-
ment on Wilton Drive 
where commerce, art 

Nova Singers To Perform
Holiday Concert at St. Anthony’s

Nova Singers, Broward County’s Premier Community Chorus for more than 
30 years, will perform at St. Anthony’s Catholic Church, 901 NE 2nd Street, Fort 
Lauderdale on Friday, November 30th at 8:15 p.m.

The concert is open to the public and a free-will offering will be taken at 
intermission.

Holiday highlighted selections include Daniel Pinkham’s Christmas Cantata, 
Benjamin Britten’s Ceremony of Carols and Franz Biebl’s Ave Maria made popular 
by Chanticleer. A variety of Hanukah and Christmas carols from around the world 
will also be included.

Nova Singers is now in their 32nd year under the direction of founding con-
ductor, Peggy Joyce Barber. The doors open 30 minutes prior to performance. 
Additional information from St. Anthony’s at 954-463-4614.

4 Star Services 
Kicks Off Annual 
Food Drive With 

Community 
Celebration

4 Star Services now located at 5691 
NE 14th Avenue in Fort Lauderdale, 
kicks off its 1st annual “4 Star Food 
Drive-We Will Work for Food” in con-
junction with Siefert Electric on Thurs-
day, November 1, 2007 at 5:00pm.  
The kickoff will double as an anniversary 
grand opening celebration in honor of 
the company’s 10 years of service and 
recent move to its new location.  The 
event will feature live entertainment by 
“The Castaways”, free refreshments, biz 
to biz networking, door prizes, and a 
formal ribbon cutting.  Food collections 
will begin at the event and continue un-
til December 31, 2007 when they will 
be distributed to local agencies.  All do-
nors will receive a $25 gift card for their 
contributions.  Anniversary specials will 
continue until the end of the year.

“We are looking forward to helping 
the community with this food drive and 
have hopes of making this an annual 
event. We want to show our apprecia-
tion to the community for it’s continued 
support”, says Ted Hasle, one of four 
partners of 4 Star Services and Man-
ager of its 30 employees.  The program 
also solidifies the new relationship with 
neighbor Seifert Electric who is celebrat-
ing 30 years in business this month as 
well as the move to the same location.  
Together, the team will offer a more 
extensive line of services and expertise 
in addition to those they already offer 
separately.

“We’re excited about sharing the 
food drive and anniversary party with 4 
Star Services.  The company is a great 
partner with a terrific reputation.  We 
look forward to more good things to 
come”, says Al Siefert of Siefert Electric.

Known as a dual specialty firm, 4 Star 
Services offers its clientele professional 
plumbing and air conditioning residen-
tial and commercial services for main-
tenance, repair, and preventative care.  
Multidisciplinary services are designed 
to meet and exceed local building de-
partment requirements and inspections 
and come with a lifetime workmanship 
warranty.  Technicians are certified and 
properly trained as required by federal 
and state laws and are encouraged to 
continue their training and education 
at the company.  As part of the service, 
technicians wear professional attire and 
shoe covers and apply drop cloths on 
site for the comfort and safety of their 
customers and their homes.

4 Star Services is also a proponent 
of environmentally and economically 
sound products.  Prices and recommen-
dations are quoted up front for client 
review. “We typically give a summary of 
findings to customers as an assessment 
of options on what they need and 
when they need it.  This is followed by 
a job quote and work order.  Once the 
job is finished, we continue with follow 
up service to make sure the client con-
tinues to be happy and satisfied”, says 
Hasle.

For more information, RSVPs for the 
community celebration, or to drop off 
food items, contact 4 Star Services at 954-
767-8999 or visit www.4starservices.
com.  

and housing enthusiastically coexist 
and provide mutual nourishment.”  The 
Main Street district of Wilton Manors 
will be the traditional town center of the 
community, with “small town charm 
and urban sophistication.”  The Town 
Center will provide a pedestrian friendly 
environment for all types of people to 
enjoy and afford living, shopping, din-
ing, arts, culture and entertainment, 
special events, and other business and 
municipal activities.  Future develop-
ment will include abundant parking, 
landscaped streets, public art, sidewalks 
and open spaces for public use.

For more information on how to 
participate as a vendor or for more de-
tails on the Main Street Green Market call 
(954) 568-0504 or email:  gandrews@
wiltonmanorsmainstreet.org.
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T H A N K S  F R O M  T I M  S M I T H  T H A N K S  F R O M  T I M  S M I T H  .  . .  . 
Politics 101  …  

thanks for reading my 
Book!

Now it’s your turn, 
read on

    First, I want to thank Publisher 
Steve Kelley for serializing my book, 

“Politics 101, I was Robbed, Mugged, 
Blackmailed, and Ignored, So I Got 

Elected and Made a Difference” in the 
exciting Fort Lauderdale City News 

over the last year.
I am thankful and thrilled that so 

many of you took the time to read my 
tale of intrigue. Even though I knew it 
was a barn burner, I found myself sur-
prised that it kept your interest as each 
Chapter was unveiled month after 
month. I know it did because Publisher 
Kelley and I heard often from many of 
you telling us how much you were en-
joying it. Book sales picked up as well. 
As a matter of fact, I am down to about 
my last 300 copies (out of the original 
1000, if you must know). You called 
and said  you couldn’t wait to see what 
would happen next.  Would Smith be 
bopped on the head in Chapter 4, stuck 
up by a hooded bandit in Chapter 6, or 
just called a panty waste in Chapter 11! 
As it turned out, most of that (and much 
more) were my lot- in- life as an Elected 
Official. 

And I wouldn’t give back even a sec-
ond if it. (OK, I could have done without 

IS THERE A NEW MAJOR LEAGUE 
BASEBALL STADIUM IN THE CARDS FOR 

SOUTH FLORIDA?
                                         By Chase Adams    

Ever since The Florida Marlins’ first season 14 years ago, there has been talk of 
building a baseball-only stadium in South Florida.

The conversation during that time has centered around three factors: (1) loca-
tion, (2) ownership, and (3) financing.

There have been locations suggested from South Miami to North Fort Lauder-
dale, along with several ownership alternatives. The key factor, financing, has also 
had numerous suggestions.

Assuming a total cost of $450 million, probably the formula tossed about most 
often looks something like this:

$198 Million - City of Miami + Miami Dade County
$60 Million - State of Florida via Sales Tax Rebates over 30 years
$192 Million - The Florida Marlins

Total $450 Million

The Keystone of this design appears to be the contribution by the State of Flor-
ida. The Florida Legislature has not been able to bring itself to make a commitment 
of any size to this project, and it has been stalemated for a few years.

the Blackmailing!).
I am most sincere when I say that I’m 

tickled that you found the insane stories 
entertaining. I tried to share the fun of 
running for Public Office and detailing 

the trials and tribulations of serving the 
Public.  But I’m hoping that many of 
you will not forget the central theme of 
the book. You CAN make a difference 
– ALL BY YOURSELF. It’s easy to throw 
up your hands and convince yourself 
that you can’t make a difference. It’s 
perfectly normal to think that one can’t 
fight City Hall, that the chips are stacked 
against you, that it’s the other guys re-
sponsibility. But it’s not ! It’s yours, and 

yours alone.
So what do you do now? I bet I 

have at least some of you sufficiently in-
trigued, darn neared talked into throw-
ing you hat in the Political ring, don’t I?  

You read how much fun I had, how re-
warding it can be, and want to know 
where to sign up.  Here’s the long and 
short of what comes next.

The next City election is in Febru-
ary of 2009. All of the seats on the 
Fort Lauderdale City Commission are 
up. As a matter of fact, (and thank you 
to me for bringing term limits to the 
City), three of the current group are 
term limited out and their seats are an 
open race. This is the time to go for it. 
It is a real chore to beat an incumbent, 
but an open seat is a rookie’s dream. 
In District 1, Commissioner Teel is the 
incumbent and is not term limited yet. 
She has only served two terms (each 
term is 3 years), and can go for one 
more before term limits kick in.  Com-
missioner Rodstrom in District II is serv-
ing her first term and is working hard, 
and has two more terms if she can get 
reelected.  Now if you are so inclined, 
I’m not trying to talk you out of run-

ning for those seats, I just want you to 
understand that incumbency means 
you will have a more difficult time of it. 
Consider that a challenge, and if you feel 
you are ready, prove me wrong. As far 
as the other seats, they are up for grabs. 
Commissioner Moore is term limited in 
District III and Commissioner Hutchin-
son is term limited in District IV. Gener-
ally, an open seat will attract more than 
one candidate, and this time shouldn’t 

be any different.
But, in my mind, the best news is 

that Mayor Naugle is term limited. It’s 
certainly time for a new Mayor, and I 
don’t even think that Jim’s biggest sup-
porters disagree too heartily with that 
statement. It’s been a long time since 
Fort Lauderdale has had a new Mayor. 
I bet most of you reading this column 
can’t  tell me the name of the Mayor be-
fore Jim. His name was Cox, and many 
found him brash and abrasive, but that 
was before they heard from Naugle. It’s 
been quite entertaining to see Jim in all 
his glory, and profound nuttiness, but 
not particularly good for the City, in my 
opinion. Truth is, I’ll go as far as to say 
that it’s important to bring some togeth-
erness to this City, time for us to band 
together as Fort Lauderdalians. Some 
real challenges lie ahead. I hope we will 
start to work on the same team. I sus-
pect the race for Mayor will come down 
to a few well- known people. We’ve all 
heard the names.  I have hope that the 
eventual winner is ready to be the team 
leader for the rest of us, for all our fine 
citizens, for the whole of our City.

So, that’s my story for now, if you 
want some help, need to know where 
to file as a candidate, how to arrange 
your mailings, how to explain to your 
spouse why it’s a good idea for you 
to run, call me anytime, I love a good 
battle! 

Ciao and thanks again for every-
thing.

Tim Smith - 954-822-4727

The writer believes that this project can succeed without the Florida Legisla-
ture.

Of course, if the location of the stadium is not in Miami and/or Miami-Dade 
County, their contribution, obviously, will not happen.

It appears that the location that fits the most parameters is on the property 
immediately adjacent to Dolphins Stadium, which is in Dade County. This series is 
based on the assumption that will be the location.

The City of Miami owns the Orange Bowl Stadium, and that site was suggested 
by them. Assuming the city is still willing to contribute that land, there could be a 
land swap with the owner of the land next to the Dolphins stadium.

That would be a win-win-win situation. Regarding ownership, probably no 
one would argue with the premise that ownership of the stadium should belong 
to the person(s), group(s), or institution(s) that fund its construction.

Look for part 2 of this series that discusses the construction of the stadium 
without cash contributions from any city, county, or state taxpayer’s pocketbook.

Chase Adams is an attorney, writer, and speaker with years of experience in the 
business and financial arena.

He is uniquely qualified to discuss this topic. He has been designing financial 
plans for public facilities for many years, ever since he published his book length 
study entitled “Land Use and Municipal Finance.”

Since then he has designed the financial plan for such facilities as the Metropoli-
tan Atlanta Rapid Transit System, The Dallas-Ft. Worth Airport, cost-benefit studies 
of proposed alternative routes of The Interstate Highway System, and many other 
projects.

He is the creator of the “Win-Win Financial Strategies® Series.
Adams can be contacted at: info99@pobox.com
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     by Grayson Walker, Ph.D.

Gulag is an acronym for the former 
Soviet Union’s penal system. Since then, 
it has come into common use to de-
scribe any repressive system. 

I named my column the “Tales From 
The Galt Gulag,” because I write about 
the repression of condominium Owners 
on the Galt Ocean Mile. The Galt Ocean 
Mile is the biggest crime scene in Bro-
ward County.

Democracy in Danger

Most of us have a basic understand-
ing of the United States Constitution, 
which I consider one of the greatest 
documents ever written. The Constitu-
tion does several things for us. It estab-
lishes the three branches of government 
(legislative, executive, & judicial), and 
protects us from excessive government 
power. One of the most important 
things the Constitution does comes in 
the Bill of Rights (the first ten amend-
ments). The Bill of Rights addresses our 
individual freedoms. The Framers of the 
Constitution added the Bill of Rights be-
cause these guarantees of our individual 
freedoms were necessary to insure ratifi-
cation of the Constitution.

Condominium owners are equal 
owners in a private, non-profit corpo-
ration. While the condominium docu-
ments appear to define the rules of the 
organization, they are all but unenforce-
able by a Unit Owner. In very simple 
English, there is no democracy in your 
condominium, for you left your rights at 
the door when you bought your con-
dominium. In a condominium, you have 
the right to obey and to pay. If you think 
this sounds like fascism, you are right.

The United States Constitution cre-
ated a series of checks and balances to 
protect us from the arbitrary exercise 
of power by the government. Florida’s 
Condominium Act, Ch 718, has no such 
checks and balances. Instead, it created 
a totalitarian state in each condomin-
ium association. Unlike the Framers of 
the Constitution, the Florida Legislature 
never bothered to amend the Condo-
minium Act to guarantee our individual 
rights. The AARP proposed a Condo-
minium Owner’s Bill of Rights, but it has 
not been adopted by our Legislature.

Just like Iran, Venezuela, Syria and 
China, a condominium board makes 
unilateral decisions. The board creates 
its own rules, and thus acts as the leg-
islative branch. The board selects its 
own officers, who act as the executive 
branch. The board enforces its rules 
with fines and foreclosures, and thus 
acts as the judicial branch. You have no 

ability to appeal the Board’s decisions. 
If this sounds like a dictatorship to you, 
you are right.

Florida is facing the greatest threat 
to democracy in each of its condomini-
ums. The Florida Condominium Act cre-
ated a Fascist, un-American system. It is 
an anathema to the American way of 
life.

Condominium Commando

A Condominium Commando is 
a self-centered member of a Condo-
minium Board who uses fear and in-
timidation to rule the Association. The 
Condominium Commando is an adult 
version of the playground bully. While 
the phrase has a cute ring to it, such a 
person is anything but cure. The term 
is misleading. The Condominium Com-
mando is actually a Fascist Dictator.

Lord Acton said, “Power corrupts, 
and absolute power corrupts abso-
lutely.” The history of world civilization 
documents corruption. Repeatedly, we 
see corrupt leaders blinded and even 
driven crazy by power. Thus, Louis XIV 
said, “L’Etat, c’est moi” (I am the State).

Power corrupts. Absolute power 
corrupts absolutely. The Florida Con-
dominium Act grants almost unlimited 
power to the board, and human nature 
guarantees absolute corruption.

Power corrupts. It is also true that 
corrupt people seek power. The failure 
of the Condominium Act invites corrupt 
people to become Condo Comman-
dos. 

Condominium Ombudsman

In 2004, the Legislature created the 
Condominium Ombudsman’s Office 
to help protect Unit Owners from the 
corruption of the Condominium Com-
mando. The driving force behind creat-
ing this help for Unit Owners came from 
State Representative Julio Robaina. Our 
Condominium Ombudsman is charged 
with representing the interests of the 
public by investigating and addressing 
complaints reported by individual citi-
zens.

The Legislature recognized that the 
Department of Business and Profession-
al Regulation had failed to protect the 
rights of Condominium Unit Owners. 
They designed the Condominium Om-
budsman’s Office to handle the many 
problems in condominiums without re-
sorting to mediation, arbitration, or the 
courts. The Condominium Ombuds-
man’s Office investigates Unit Owner’s 
complaints, works for fair settlements, 
and is available to monitor condomini-
um elections.

Ombudsman in Danger
The many forces that work against 

the Unit Owner are attempting to 
weaken the pathetic powers of the De-
partment of Business and Professional 
Regulation. Even worse, the fascist forc-
es are working to undermine the Con-
dominium Ombudsman, and eliminate 
the office. If these anti-Owner forces are 
successful, we may be left with a sys-
tem that forces us to hire a lawyer for 
the smallest of complaints, or to suffer 
quietly. I urge you to contact Governor 
Crist, Representative Robaina, and Rep-
resentative Bogdanoff, to express your 
support for the Condominium Om-
budsman’s Office.

Fort Lauderdale Code Enforce-
ment

Your calls to Fort Lauderdale’s Code 
Enforcement Department have been 
extremely effective. Two managers have 
resigned because of your inquiries. 
The City is investigating the many ille-
gal changes to condominiums that put 
your home risk. Protect your building, 
your home, and confirm that all work 
on your building had a permit and an 
inspection.

Help For Owners

Attorney Inger Garcia can be 
reached by telephone at 954-894-9962, 
at www.IngerGarcia.com, or at Attor-
ney@IngerGarcia.com.

Jan Bergemann of the Cyber Citizens 
For Justice can be reached at www.ccfj.
net, 386-740-1503 or at Jan@ccfj.net.

The Southpoint Condominium 
website is at http://www.Southpoint-
Condominium.org

State Government Officials

Governor Charlie Crist can be 
reached at 850-488-7146 or at Charlie.
Crist@myflorida.com.

Condominium Ombudsman Danille 
R. Carroll, Esquire can be reached at 954-
202-3234, 850-922-7671, at Danille.
Carroll@dbpr.state.fl.us, or at Ombuds-
man@dbpr.state.fl.us.

State Representative Julio Robaina 
can be reached at 305-442-6868 or at 
Julio.Robaina@myfloridahouse.gov.

State Representative Ellyn Bogdan-
off can be reached at 954-767-9850 or 
at Ellyn.Bogdanoff@myfloridahouse.
gov.

Harold Hyman of the Florida De-
partment of Business and Professional 
Regulation can be reached at 954-202-
3982 or at Harold.Hyman@dbpr.state.

fl.us.
Florida State Attorney Michael J. 

Satz can be reached at 954-831-6955.

Local Government Officials

Fort Lauderdale Mayor Jim Naugle 
can be reached at 954-828-5003, or at 
MayorJames@aol.com.

Fort Lauderdale City Manager 
George Gretsas can be reached at 954-
828-5013 or at GGretsas@fortlauder-
dale.gov.

Galt Gulag City Commissioner Chris-
tine Teal can be reached at 954-828-
5003 or at CTeel@fortlauderdale.gov.

The Fort Lauderdale Code Enforce-
ment Department can be reached on 
the Internet at http://ci.ftlaud.fl.us/build-
ing_services/comm_inspections_staff.
htm

Debbie Hernandez, Acting Code 
Enforcement Manager, can be reached 
at 954-828-5808, or at DHernandez@
fortlauderdale.gov 

Bill Of Rights For Owners

The AARP’s Bill of Rights for Hom-
eowners is available online at http://as-
sets.aarp.org/rgcenter/consume/2006_
15_homeowner.pdf. 

About the Author

I own a condominium at South-
point, in the Galt Gulag. I am a Uni-
versity Professor and teach American 
Government. Nothing prepared me for 
life in the Galt Gulag where my Consti-
tutional Rights are ignored. I have been 
assaulted, battered, slandered, libeled, 
disparaged, stalked, had my car keyed, 
and had my life threatened because I 
believe in American democracy and the 
Constitution. Do you have a story to 
tell? Write to me at AGWIII@comcast.
net.

 

TALES FROM THE GALT GULAG
Horror stories abound at the condo towers on Galt Ocean Mile
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THE CONDO LawyerTHE CONDO Lawyer
Committed to justice for the Galt Condo Community

       by Inger Garcia, Esquire

My name is Inger Garcia. I have 
been an attorney in private practice 
since 1991. Prior 
to, I worked as an 
Intern Assistant 
State Attorney 
for Janet Reno in 
Miami; interned 
for Judges; and 
interned for my 
Law School Trial 
Program Director. 
I have been in-
volved in real es-
tate and litigation 
for over 16 years.  

If you have any comments or ques-
tions, I may be reached at: attorney@
IngerGarcia.com, 954-894-9962, or fax: 
954 446-1635.

NUMEROUS 
LAWSUITS REVEAL 
HUGE PROBLEMS 

IN THE GALT 
OCEAN MILE

THE STATUS OF GALT OCEAN 
MILE LITIGATION

This month I will be presenting 
a summary of the number of litiga-
tions in relations to condominiums on 
Galt Ocean Mile.  I reviewed the Court 
dockets and files and present to you a 
summary of the number of litigations, 
current and past, in relation to your 
condominiums.  

Next month, I will expand on the 
current litigations. Please note that 
these are the cases pursuant to the Bro-
ward Clerk of Court records and do not 
include Administrative Complaints and 
Federal lawsuits.

THE CARIBE’

There have only been two lawsuits 
for this condominium.  One closed and 
one currently pending.

THE COMMODORE

There have been forty-one lawsuits 
for this condominium.  Forty closed and 
three currently pending.

CORAL RIDGE TOWERS

There have been eight lawsuits for 
this condominium. Seven closed and 

one currently pending.

CORAL RIDGE TOWERS EAST

There have been three lawsuits for 
this condominium.  Two closed and one 
currently pending.

CORAL RIDGE TOWERS NORTH

There have been two lawsuits for 
this condominium. One closed and one 
currently pending.

CORAL RIDGE TOWERS SOUTH

There have been eight lawsuits for 
this condominium. Seven closed and 
One currently active.

EDGEWATER ARMS

There have been three lawsuits 
for this condominium. All are currently 
closed.

FOUNTAINHEAD

There have been four lawsuits for 
this condominium. All are currently 
closed.

THE GALLEON

There have been no lawsuits for this 
condominium. 

GALT OCEAN CLUB

There have been sixty-three lawsuits 
for this condominium.  Fifty-Nine closed 
and four currently pending.

GALT TOWERS

There have been twenty-one law-
suits for this condominium. Nineteen 
closed and two currently pending.

L’AMBIANCE

There has only been one lawsuit 
for this condominium. It is currently 
closed.

L’HERMITAGE I

There have only been two lawsuits 
for this condominium. Both are current-
ly closed.

L’HERMITAGE II

There have been four lawsuits for 
this condominium. All Four are currently 
closed.

OCEAN CLUB

There have only been two lawsuits 
for this condominium. Both are current-
ly closed.

OCEAN MANOR

There have been nineteen lawsuits 
for this condominium. Seventeen closed 
and two currently pending.

OCEAN SUMMIT

There have been twelve lawsuits for 
this condominium. Eleven closed and 
one currently pending.

PLAYA DEL MAR

There have been fifty-two lawsuits 
for this condominium. Forty-Nine closed 
and three currently pending.

PLAYA DEL SOL

There have been forty-two law-
suits for this condominium. Thirty-Eight 
closed and four currently pending.

PLAZA EAST

There have been thirty-three law-
suits for this condominium.  Thirty-One 
closed and two currently open.

PLAZA SOUTH

There have been twenty-four law-
suits for this condominium. Sixteen 
closed and eight currently pending.

REGENCY SOUTH

There are no lawsuits for this con-
dominium.

REGENCY TOWER

There have only been three lawsuits 
for this condominium.  All are currently 
closed.

RIVIERA

There are no lawsuits for this con-
dominium. 

ROYAL AMBASSADOR

There are no lawsuits for this con-
dominium.  

SOUTHPOINT

There have been twenty-five law-
suits for this condominium. Twenty-

Three closed and two currently open.  
The current case is in relation to win-
dows. There are also numerous win-
dow issues mediating this month.  I will 
report next month as to the results.

THE GALT MILE COMMUNITY 
ASSOCIATION, INC.

 
There has only been one lawsuit for 

this Association in 1988.

ISSUES LITIGATED

The main issues litigated are fore-
closure, negligence, breach of fiduciary 
duty, housing code violations, failure to 
repair windows or common areas, and 
claim of liens for unpaid work.

If you have any comments or ques-
tions, I may be reached at: attorney@
IngerGarcia.com, 954-894-9962, 954-
394-7461, or fax: 954 446-1635.

About Inger Garcia:
I have been an attorney in private 

practice since 1991. Prior to, I worked 
as an Intern Assistant State Attorney for 
Janet Reno in Miami; interned for Judg-
es; and interned for my Law School Trial 
Program Director. I have been involved 
in real estate and litigation for over 16 
years. 

 If you have any comments or ques-
tions, I may be reached at: attorney@
IngerGarcia.com, 954-894-9962, 954-
394-7461, or fax: 954 446-1635.

OUR ELECTED 
OFFICIALS SHOULD 

BE HELPING US!
Believe it or not, we have a may-

or and a city commissioner who, long 
ago, should’ve taken an interest in the 
considerable problems of the Galt Com-
munity. 

The Commissioner for the Galt 
Ocean Mile is Christine Teel who’s busy 
telling people she’s running for mayor 
in March, 2009. 

Tell your Mayor, Jim Naugle and 
your City Commissioner, Christine Teel 
what’s going on in your building and 
ask for their help. They’ll want our votes 
in the next election and should be help-
ing us now.

The mayor and all city commission-
ers can be reached at:

    City Hall
    100 North Andrews Avenue
    Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301
    Tel. (954) 828-5003/5004
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By Robert Cherin, 
Fort Lauderdale City News

Bahia Mar’s charter boat captains 
and crews are a close-knit group.

Today, driving an SUV, Hooked-Up’s 
Captain Taco Perez, of the Bahia Mar’s 
fishing fleet was on his way to visit and 
give comfort to the family of one of Joe 
Cool’s missing crewmen, who live on 
Hallandale Beach.

Just last month, the Joe Cool, out 

of a Miami Beach marina began a rou-
tine charter to the Bahamas that turned 
horribly wrong somewhere on the high 
seas when four crew members vanished 
and the two men who hired the vessel 
were plucked out of a life raft. The two 
passengers are now in custody on fed-
eral charges; rescuers conducted a mas-
sive search for the crew of the 47-foot 
fishing charter but no one was found.

Capt. Taco stopped momentarily 
at Jack’s Hollywood Diner for an inter-
view.

“A similar incident happened to us,” 
he says, “and it nearly cost Mike his 
life.”

Besides his 45-foot Hateras, he 
owns half interest in a 42-foot one, the 
Local Knowledge, captained by his part-
ner by Mike Johnson.

Capt. Taco continues.
“A year ago, about this time, we had 

a husband and wife wanting to charter 
one of my boats to the Bahamas and 
we told him $2500 for it.

“But that morning he showed up 
without his wife. He had a friend of his 
with him.

“And he paid us in lots of $20s.
“I was talking to Mike on the cell 

phone. He had gotten about six miles 
offshore, and I’m asking why the wife 
didn’t come. He didn’t know. So I asked 
what the two guys were doing on the 
boat. And he said they were being kind 
of quiet. So I asked him how he felt. He 
told me, he felt uneasy about it.

“I told him to leave the motor run-
ning but turn the key off, which would 
set off an alarm. Tell them you got en-

gine problems and 
turn the boat around. 
I hung up and called 
all the other boats 
on the cell phone, 
explained the situ-
ation to them, and 
everybody kept on 
eye on it, huddled 
near it until he got to 
land. Once Mike got 
to land he refunded 
them their money. 
They quickly left the 
dock before the po-
lice arrived.”

Of all the ports 
and marinas in Flori-
da, Capt. Taco picked 
Bahia Mar to begin 
Taco’s Hooked Up 
Sportfishing Charters.

“I love it there. 
I’ve been hanging 
around Bahia Mar 

since I was a kid, when 
Neil Armstrong first 
stepped on the moon. 
So I consider myself a 

fixture there. I may not own it, but I feel 
as if I do. Besides, it’s historic stuff. It’s 
been here forever. They got a plaque for 
a book character, Travis McGee. Imag-
ine. I grew up there.”

John D. MacDonald’s Travis McGee 
series romanticized the marina and the 
Bahia Mar Hotel in nearly all the nov-
els. His famous houseboat, the Busted 
Flush, was his home when he wrote 
many of his murder mysteries. In The 
Turquoise Lament, McGee said, “The 
regulars at Bahia Mar would gather a 
few times and laugh at crazy memo-
ries, hoist the sentimental glass and get 
mournfully drunk.”

Although what he calls an appren-
ticeship, for more than seven years Taco 
Perez worked his hard to learn the se-
crets of being a fisherman. Among his 
toils as a charter boat apprentice were 
cutting bait and maintaining tackle that 
left his fingers scarred.

“It was all worth it,” he says.
Bahia Mar Marina was an astrolo-

ger’s worst nightmare, a meteorolo-
gist’s too. Pushing aside the necessity of 
building a giant marina, one with 450 

slips, the largest in the world, during a 
world wide economic depression, the 
day they chose to okay the proposal 
was Friday the 13th, during a raging 
hurricane.

Yet the Bahia Mar remains a wel-
come setting for Fort Lauderdale travel-
ers, offering effortless access to the fea-
tures and attractions that earned it the 
moniker, Venice of America.

Bahia Mar’s fishing fleet now con-
sists of 10 boats. Capt. Taco says, “Bahia 
Mar is the focal point of the entire char-
ter industry. We have competent fishing 
captains; they all know the waters pret-
ty well. But, I guess, since 95% of the 
people who have fished with me, come 
back and send us others, I do better be-
cause I’m more fun to be with. Capt. 
Mike is exactly like me. Exactly.”

The marina is also home to the 
Jungle Queen sightseeing ship, a hotel 
with 350 rooms and a grocery store, 
which, nicely, brings revenue to the 
charter boats. Capt. Taco mentioned 
that people who go to the deli have to 
pass his two boats, and they frequently 
sign up for a fishing 
expedition.

The Bahia Mar Ma-
rina also hosts Octo-
ber’s Fort Lauderdale 
Boat Show. For the 
fishing fleet it means 
its parking facilities are 
taken over during the 
five weeks the show is 
set up, presented and 
dismantled. It is the 
biggest boat show 
in the world, and it 
draws millions of peo-
ple, but it does little 
for the charter boats.

Capt. Taco says, “But that’s the way 
it is—you just have to accept it. We have 
to get through it together.” He sighs. “I 
realize it generates millions of dollars for 
the community. For the big picture, it 
is good for the big guy. But … for the 
little picture it does hurt us. But I guess 
it’s worth it, considering where we’re 
located.”

Capt. Taco Perez claims that 90% of 
his business is generated from his Inter-
net site. By clicking onto www.taco-
hookedup.com/blog, the reader gets 
to live Perez’ daily sea adventures. It 
reads like noir fiction.

“On last Friday, we started out 
with Jocelyn, Lynn, Catherine, David, 
Jean-Francis and Fanny, from Canada. 
Everyone got used to the rods, reel-
ing in seven dolphins and a bonito. 
Next, we went to a deep wreck and 
dropped live bait to see what lurked 
about down there. It didn’t take long 
to find out. The rod nearly bent in 

half: a huge toothy barracuda!”
Combine the sagas with the photos 

shown, of people grinning while mug-
ging for the camera by holding up what 
they caught, you are hooked on going 
fishing.

Like everything else, rising prices are 
a concern to charter boats. To keep pric-
es down several are skimping on main-
tenance and tossing by the wayside the 
amenities and good cheer fishermen. 
But that’s not happening at the Bahia 
Mar.

To keep their prices from rising, the 
sea captains instituted ‘slip charters.’ By 
allowing two parties to go out together 
for the price of one, each person pays a 
small fraction of the fare.

Capt. Taco says, “It is a beautiful 
yachting center. It’s a huge marina, a 
nice hotel and has a great deli.”

Before leaving, he told how he met 
Steve Kelley, this newspaper’s esteemed 
publisher. “Eighteen years ago, he came 
walking along the dock, looking for 
some fish for dinner. I just happened 
to have Wahoo that day. From then on 

we became good friends. He’d come 
around while we drank beer and shoot 
the breeze. You know, that cheap bas-
tard never went fishing with me.”

On his way out of Jack’s, he says, “It 
has its moments, but fishing is a pretty 
fun way to make a living.” Only he isn’t 
smiling. He got stuck with the check.

Captain Taco can be reached at 
(954) 764-4344.

Do you Like hot fi shing action? This is the famous Capt. 
Taco with another one that didn’t get away. This could be 
you and it happens here on the Hooked Up at Bahia Mar.

GONE FISHING AT FORT LAUDERDALE’S BAHIA MAR!
CAPT. TACO MAKES SURE YOU GET LOTS OF HOT FISHING ACTION



Get a free subscription - subscribe@citynewsfl.com www.citynewsfl.com Page 17  - November, 2007 -  Fort Lauderdale City News

Hometown Democracy Effort facing slimy scare tactics
 Land-use initiative 

facing sneaky tactics 

by Carl Hiaasen, Miami Herald

You can be sure you’re on the right 
side of an issue if John Thrasher is on 
the other.

The former Florida House speaker 
and big-shot lawyer-lobbyist has sent 
out a mass-mailing to scare voters into 
removing their signatures from a state-
wide petition in favor of the “Florida 
Hometown Democracy” amendment.

The Hometown Democracy initia-
tive would let citizens vote to approve or 
reject major changes to the comprehen-
sive land-use plans in their counties or 
cities. For the first time, Floridians would 
have some direct control over how their 
communities grow.

Thrasher’s deceptive and slimy let-
ter is proof of the panic that has set in 
among those who’ve made a fortune 
raping the state and are afraid of losing 
their sweet ride.

The lobbyist ominously warns that, 
if the Hometown Democracy amend-
ment passes, “special interests” will tri-
umph and “Big Developers” will wreck 
Florida ‘s “scenic beauty.”

Like it’s not happening now?
Special interests already manipulate 

many county and city commissions - 
not to mention the Legislature - while 
Florida ‘s green space continues to dis-
appear under bulldozers at the rate of 
hundreds of acres per day.

What Thrasher neglects to reveal 
in his fright mailing is that big develop-
ers and landholders are the ones most 
frantically opposed to the Hometown 
Democracy movement, and that he 
himself represents some of the biggest, 
including the St. Joe Co. that is selling 
off the Panhandle.

He says allowing the voters to de-
cide whether they want a new mega-
mall or condo tower down the street 
could stifle growth and cause taxes to 
go up - another cynical fiction designed 
to frighten middle-class workers and the 
elderly.

What really causes taxes to soar is the 
need for increased services due to over-
development and overcrowding. Bad 
planning means that the public ends up 
paying dearly and repeatedly for more 
roads, fire stations, police patrols, water-
treatment plants and schools.

Lots of folks in Miami-Dade, Broward 
and Palm Beach counties will tell you 
that runaway growth has done nothing 
but push up their tax bills and diminish 
the quality of their family’s lives.

All over the state, Floridians are 
disgusted by the failure of their elected 

officials to do restrained, responsible 
planning. That’s why the Hometown 
Democracy petition has momentum.

While it might not be the perfect 
answer to derailing the engine of manic 
greed that’s ruining so many lovely plac-
es, many residents are so heartsick and 
frustrated that they would welcome a 
dramatic change.

According to the Web site www.
floridahometowndemocracy.com, peti-
tion supporters have collected about 
331,000 verified signatures of the 
611,009 needed to place the amend-
ment on the November 2008 ballot.

Thousands more signatures are 
awaiting validation. The deadline for 
signing is Feb. 1, only four months 
away, which has lent urgency to the 
opposition’s propaganda blitz.

Nothing is so horrifying 
to some developers and cor-
porate interests as the pros-
pect of having to deal directly 
with citizens when trying to 
get a building project passed. 
It’s much easier to woo poli-
ticians, whose loyalties often 
can be purchased with a 
hefty campaign contribution 
or outright bribes.

That’s the way things 
have always worked in 
Florida , which explains the 
plague of ugly sprawl.

Predictably, opponents 
grandiosely calling them-
selves Floridians for Smarter 
Growth have cooked up a 
rival constitutional amend-
ment that would require 10 
percent of voters in a city or 
county to sign a petition, be-
fore any land-use referendum 
takes place.

The petitions could be 
signed only at the office of a 
municipal clerk or elections 
supervisor, an inconvenience 
that virtually guarantees a fa-
tally low turnout.

Obviously, the forces be-
hind Floridians for Smarter 
Growth aren’t interested in 
participatory democracy. 
They want the public to shut 
up and let the politicians do 
their thing.

According to the South 
Florida Sun-Sentinel, the 
group raised $841,000 be-
tween April and August. Ma-
jor donors included the Na-
tional Association of Home 
Builders, the Florida Chamber 
of Commerce and U.S. Sugar.

It’s a motley roster of 
special interests whose mo-

tives are anything but pure.
The Hometown Democracy move-

ment undoubtedly was the prime tar-
get when pro-development legislators 
passed a law allowing voters to revoke 
their signatures from amendment peti-
tions.

That opened the door for John 
Thrasher’s specious letter pretending 
to denounce the very developers for 
whom he’s shilling. In urging citizens to 
abandon the Hometown Democracy 
campaign, he blames “slick lawyers” for 
tricking them into putting their names 
on the petition.

Thrasher himself is one of the slick-
est lawyers in Tallahassee , and it is he 
who has stooped to shameless trickery.

His scare letter comes with a post-
age-paid envelope. Mail it back with the 

two-word reply of your choice.

Carl Hiaasen writes for The Miami 
Herald.

HELP SAVE WHAT’S LEFT OF  
FLORIDA...
LET THE PEOPLE VOTE to control  

 growth! 
Help put HOMETOWN DEMOC-

RACY on the 2008 ballot
Please download and SIGN THE 
 PETITION! 
http://www.FloridaHometownDe-

mocracy.com
PO Box 636, New Smyrna Beach, FL 

32170-0636.  

 pd.pol.adv., Florida Hometown Democracy, Inc.

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT PETITION FORM 
104.185 – A person who knowingly signs a petition or petitions for a candidate, minor political party, or an issue 

more than one time commits a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. 

I am a registered voter of Florida and hereby petition the Secretary of State to place the following 
amendment to the Florida Constitution on the ballot in the next general election. 
I AM REGISTERED TO VOTE IN __________________COUNTY. 

NAME_______________________________ STREET ADDRESS_______________________________
Please PRINT Name as it appears on Voter I.D. Card PRINT Current Physical Address ( NO PO BOXES) 

CITY__________________________ , FL   ZIP________ , USA    COUNTY____________________ 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   (County of residence) 

IS THIS A CHANGE OF ADDRESS FOR VOTER REGISTRATION IN SAME COUNTY? Yes___ No___ 

VOTER REGISTRATION NUMBER_________________ -or- DATE OF BIRTH ____/____/_____ 
Month      Day        Year  

X__________________________________________         DATE_____________________ 
SIGNATURE AS IT APPEARS ON VOTER I.D. CARD              DATE  SIGNED 

BALLOT TITLE: REFERENDA REQUIRED FOR ADOPTION AND AMENDMENT OF LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLANS.
BALLOT SUMMARY: Establishes that before a local government may adopt a new comprehensive 
land use plan, or amend a comprehensive land use plan, the proposed plan or amendment shall be 
subject to vote of the electors of the local government by referendum, following preparation by the 
local planning agency, consideration by the governing body and notice.  Provides definitions. 
.

FULL TEXT OF PROPOSED AMENDMENT:
BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF FLORIDA THAT:
Article II, Section 7.  Natural resources and scenic beauty of the Florida Constitution is amended to add the 
following subsection: 
Public participation in local government comprehensive land use planning benefits the conservation and protection 
of Florida’s natural resources and scenic beauty, and the long-term quality of life of Floridians.  Therefore, before a 
local government may adopt a new comprehensive land use plan, or amend a comprehensive land use plan, such 
proposed plan or plan amendment shall be subject to vote of the electors of the local government by referendum, 
following preparation by the local planning agency, consideration by the governing body as provided by general law, 
and notice thereof in a local newspaper of general circulation.  Notice and referendum will be as provided by general 
law.  This amendment shall become effective immediately upon approval by the electors of Florida. 
For purposes of this subsection: 
1. “Local government” means a county or municipality. 
2. “Local government comprehensive land use plan” means a plan to guide and control future land development 

in an area under the jurisdiction of a local government.
3. “Local planning agency” means the agency of a local government that is responsible for the preparation of a 

comprehensive land use plan and plan amendments after public notice and hearings and for making 
recommendations to the governing body of the local government regarding the adoption or amendment of a 
comprehensive land use plan.

4. “Governing body” means the board of county commissioners of a county, the commission or council of a 
municipality, or the chief elected governing body of a county or municipality, however designated.

         Serial Number 05-18                                                                               Date Approved  June 21, 2005

Return to:
Florida Hometown Democracy, Inc.,  
P.O. Box 636 
New Smyrna Beach, FL 32170-0636

www.FloridaHometownDemocracy.com 
phone:  (866) 779-5513
email:  info@floridahometowndemocracy.com
PLEASE DONATE!     Contributions should be made

payable to “Florida Hometown Democracy, Inc.”
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Edd Helms Electric & Air Conditioning 
Established 1975 

We Are Located In Your Community. 

Sales & Service   

(954) 567-8947 
» · Residential & Commercial· ·  Service Calls & Repairs·

»    ™ Trane Air Conditioning Systems –
We Service All Other A/C Systems. 

» ™ Guardian Whole House Generators

Visit Us at Our Home Technology Showroom
to Select Your New Air Conditioner or Generator. 

2800 North Federal Highway 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida  33306 

www.eddhelms.com

November Monthly Specials 
ELECTRIC AIR CONDITIONING 

Safety Check your Home using 
Infrared Heat Scanning to PPrevent
Electrical Fires - $$295.00 up to 
3,000 sq. ft. ($200. Savings)

Ultraviolet Light Installed in your 
Air Conditioner for CClean Air. SStop
Growth of Mold & Mildew Where it 
Begins. - $$750.00

Free *Electrical Service Call Fee* -
Ends Dec. 31, 2007 (($45. Savings)

A/C Diagnostic Special - $74.00

Check Our Website for Details On Monthly Specials. 
www.eddhelms.com

Call Today to Take Advantage of These Limited Time Offers. 
State Contracting License Numbers:  EC0000339 & CMC1249674 
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SOUTH MIDDLE RIVER ANNUAL HOME AND 
GARDEN TOUR A BIG HIT

           By Steve Kelley

On October 13, 2007, the South 
Middle River Civic Association held its an-
nual Home and Garden Show. It was an 
excellent neighborhood event attended 
by folks from all over the city along with 
the fine resident of the neighborhood.

There were numerous nifty events 
such as a Sweet Potato Pie judging con-
test, Bring your Dog for the Dog Show, 
tours of the neighborhood Butterfly 
Garden, games and activities and vari-
ous raffles and prizes. There was even 
and onsite restaurant, the Butterfly Cafe 
serving up delicious BBQ and drinks. 

There were vendors for plants, 
home decor and gardens; attendees 
talked with the Pottery Connection, Fire 
Rocks, Walden Books, Home Baked Dog 
Treats, Dan Margie Orchids, P.J. Plants, 
Grateful Paws the Home Staging Com-
pany and many more.

The event’s generous sponsors in-
cluded The Joshua Tree, Georgies Alibi, 
The Galleria Mall, Java Boys, the Naked 
Grape, Ruby Clippers and former city 
commissioner Tim Smith.

South Middle River Terrace is just 
west of Andrews Avenue and south of 
Wilton Manors.

The neighborhood is one of the 
hardest working in the city and has 
come a long way in recent years.

This was a lovely event and we con-
gratulate South Middle Terrace for a fine 
job. Thank you!
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Fort Lauderdale’s Proud Polynesian
           by Steve Kelley

From the shores of the South Pacific 
to the shores of South Florida, Fort Lau-
derdale’s very own Polynesian Proud 
Productions, Inc. brings the rich culture 
and heritage of the South Pacific to your 
front door. 

To know the company is to know 
the owner and founder of Polynesian 
Proud Productions, Inc. (PPP). Russell 
“Talani” Gagliano III. His story begins 

in Pago Pago, American Samoa where 
his mother Atele Epifania Hisatake was 
born. Today, this small island in the 
middle of the South Pacific remains a 
driving force of love in perpetuating his 
culture.

Born and raised in Fort Lauderdale, 
Talani whose mother is Samoan/Japa-
nese and father, Russell Gagliano Jr. is Si-
cilian met in Hawaii while his father was 
stationed there with the Marines and 
his Mother was living in Pearl City. They 
married and after a brief stop in Buffalo, 
New York, sunny Fort Lauderdale was 
now home. Like the saying goes, “You 
can take the girl out of the island but you 
can’t take the island out of the girl.” This 
was the case with Atele as she adapted 
to the American/Italian ways but never 
abandoned the Fa’a Samoa (Samoan 
way) when raising her children. Despite 
being thousands of miles from Samoa, 
Talani and his two sisters, Nanita & 
Tanya were instilled with these Samoan 
values. Whether it was learning  how to 
dance, sewing clothes and costumes to 
running around, and helping Mom at 
Lani Kai, a Hawaiian/Polynesian Ladies 
boutique in which his Mother operated, 
or accompanying Mom to luau perfor-
mances - it all began at an early age.

The Samoan way continued in 
Southern California where Talani be-

came a part of Tiare Productions, a 
world renowned group for Polynesian 
Entertainment, headed by Pete and Por-
tia Seanoa. It is here where he credits his 
foundation of performance, and knowl-
edge of the entertainment business. It 
would take several years to realize this 
before coming full circle. 

Working as a personal trainer at area 
gyms in California his professional Poly-
nesian dancing career was put on hold 
to fuel his passion for bodybuilding. 

Talani won numerous titles and made 
several ESPN appearances throughout 
his bodybuilding career. The birth of his 
son in 1989, also named Talani and a 
few career changes, brought him back 
to Fort Lauderdale in the 90’s. While 
working in sales for a national com-
pany, Talani, also worked part-time at 
the Mai Kai Polynesian Restaurant. This 
brought back memories as a kid when 
he used to visit to watch his uncle per-
form in the show. It re-ignited his love 
of his culture. Talani started his profes-
sional Polynesian dancing career again, 
freelancing and performing for different 
agencies around South Florida. He soon 
realized the need of a production com-
pany that specialized in the authentic 
and professional entertainment of the 
South Pacific. A company that would 
have control, of the way that the cul-
ture was represented and portrayed, a 
company of his own.

As a result, Polynesian Proud Pro-
ductions, Inc. was born. The name of 
his company represents Talani’s pride 
and passion for the Polynesian culture.  
PPP specializes in package customiza-
tion to fit its customers’ need.   From a 
small intimate affair, to cultural enrich-
ment programs, Birthday Parties, Wed-
dings, Luaus or Corporate Events Their 
professionalism, authenticity and high 

energy shows separates PPP. from the 
competition.

When asked what makes them 
unique? Talani said: “PPP is unique be-
cause we believe, through the Spirit of 
Aloha we share our love for our cul-
ture with customers and guests. We 
offer entertainment that interacts and 
educates. It’s real! Our cast of beautiful 
Wahines and fierce Warriors stunningly 
costumed take you for an unforgetta-
ble experience through the South Seas 
known as Polynesia. We capture all the 
Spirit of the islands; You’ll thrill to the 
authentic costumes, songs and dances 
of the islands of Tahiti, New Zealand, 
Samoa and our 50th.state of Hawaii. 
We are proud to present the finest au-
thentic entertainment from the South 
Pacific. PPP’s entire goal is to make your 
event, a pleasurable and memorable 
experience as we immerse you in the 
lifestyles of island cultures right here in 
South Florida.” 

PPP has remained faithful in its 
commitment to producing unparalleled 
entertainment experiences based on its 
rich legacy of quality creative content 
and exceptional storytelling. Talani has a 
talent of coordinating shows that teach 
the South Pacific culture in a creative 
and entertaining way whether you are 
4 or 84, whether you have been to 
the islands numer-
ous times or never 
have been.  

He is an en-
trepreneur who 
believes in giving 
back to his heritage 
and the commu-
nity. You can often 
catch free perfor-
mances through-
out the year at 
South Florida Par-
enting events like 
the one on Nov. 
3rd & 4th at Dol-
phin Stadium. PPP 
has teamed up 
with Afatasi Poly-
nesian Tribal Wear, 
Surfrider Founda-
tion and Tarpon Bend of Fort Lauder-
dale for Tarpon Bend’s Aloha Day, a 
celebration in support of Asian/ Pacific 
Islander Heritage Month. Their donated 
performance celebrated the signing 
of the Samoan rookie players: Reagan 
Mauia, Samson Satele, Paul Soliai and 
Tala Esera for the Miami Dolphins, who 
were also present to meet and greet 
and take in the show. 

Since its inception, PPP has grown 
by leaps and bounds, taking their show 
all over the tri-county area and beyond. 
Over the years, the company has had 

the honor of sharing the hula & other 
cultures of Polynesia with thousands 
of people, including dignitaries and 
celebrities. As one of the most sought 
after Polynesian shows, PPP has accom-
plished quite a bit in a short period of 
time, with a list of clients and venues 
performed at that are quite impressive. 
This includes a performance for Presi-
dent Bush and dignitaries at the OAS 
General Assembly held at the Broward 
County Convention Center.  

“I guess you could say it has come 
full circle” says Talani with a smile, of his 
reflection and life’s journey to where he 
is today. “Fa’a Samoa and Proud, I love 
what I do and enjoy sharing that love 
with everyone who embraces our rich 
and beautiful culture of Polynesia. It’s a 
family affair with Mom behind the de-
signs and costuming, and my Niece Liai, 
my lead dancer and director. My Dad 
who is a well-known Antique and Cus-
tom Car Restorer, as well as a top Car 
Show Promoter here in Fort Lauderdale, 
is a big supporter too. We often net-
work and collaborate together.”

Full circle indeed as Talani recently 
teamed up with Pete Seanoa and his 
son, TNA Wrestler, “Samoa Joe” for sev-
eral pay per view performances incor-
porating PPP performers.

If you have been dreaming of some-
thing special, unique, exciting and un-
forgettable for your guests, clients, em-
ployees, club members, or family, but 
your budget would not allow you to 
take the gang to Hawaii, Fort Lauder-
dale’s very own Polynesian Proud Pro-
ductions, Inc. brings Hawaii to you! 

For more information please          
 contact:

Polynesian Proud Productions, Inc.
(954) 701-5760
polyproud@aol.com
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The red caboose looks great, drive by and check it out!

By Steve Kelley

Middle River Terrace’s red caboose 
located at the railroad tracks on Sunrise 
Boulevard on the east side of Home De-
pot got a beautiful renovation on Satur-
day, Sept. 15.

Organized by civic association Presi-
dent, Tim Smith, over 20 volunteers 
showed up to re-paint the caboose in 
bright red (and yellow and black) and 
clean up the area around it. There was 
lots of raking, litter pickup, rubbish re-
moval and general beautification.

Thanks to all the wonderful neigh-
borhood volunteers who took time out 
of their weekend to make our commu-
nity a better place.

And we extend heartfelt thanks to 
Home Depot who provided paint and 
materials for the project.

          

MIDDLE RIVER TERRACE’S RED CABOOSE GETS A MAKEOVER!

Here, great neigh-
borhood volun-
teers pose in front 
of their fine work. 
From the left, 
Steve Jacobs, Jim 
Mileto    Marge 
Anderson, Kath-
erine Barry (on 
the ladder), Hunt 
Pearson, (kneel-
ing in front of the 
ladder), Tim Smith, 
Tore Heubel and 
Jan Palmer.

Katherine Barry does a balancing act while precisely 
painting window trim  in bright yellow.

Marge Anderson paints the date, on asphalt, of each periodic 
refurbishment of the little red cabosse.

A sweaty Tim Smith poses in front of a newly refur-
bished neighborhood sign - looking good!

Tore Heubel, on the ladder, and Scott Melhorn 
hams up for the camera while painting the back 
end of the caboose.
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                 By Kevin Lane

Kick Off the Holiday Season At  
A Festive Christmas on Las Olas  

 On Tuesday, November 27th, the 
Las Olas Association, its Presenting 
Sponsor, Korbel California Champagne 
and its several corporate partners will 
once again present Christmas On Las 
Olas. 

The Boulevard will have more elab-
orate lighting than ever before, includ-
ing some of the elaborate lighting dis-
played used at Tradewinds Park that will 
now be installed between the Perform-
ing Arts Center, along Riverwalk and up 
to Las Olas and 15th Avenue.  Streets 
between S.E. 6th and S.E. 11th will be 
closed to traffic. The cherished home-
town event takes place from 5:00 p.m. 
to 9:00 p.m.. 

Admission is FREE!  Visit the web-
site, www.lasolasboulevard.com, for 
the very latest holiday news or call (954) 

937-7386.

Yogini Rina Lichtinger Opens 
New Yoga Healing Light Center In 
Coral Center

One of the area’s most esteemed 
Yoga instructors and Hypnobirthing 
practitioners, Rina Lichtinger has opened 
the Yoga Healing Light Center in the 
Coral Center Plaza at 3045 North Federal 
Highway, suite #42.  With wood floors, 
a soothing waterfall and exotic incense, 
it’s the perfect environment to take the 
array of programs offered, including Ha-
tha, Raja, and Tantra Yoga and medita-
tion as well as Pre-natal Yoga.  Rina of-
fers Latin women with breast cancer a 

bilingual program, Healing Touch Bud-
dies; that she co-founded with Betty 
Ann Baker. Rina is a Reiki Master, a Certi-
fied Healing Touch therapist and a Cer-
tified Hatha Raja Yoga teacher. A spe-
cial three-day Vibration Sound Healing 
Workshop is planned for November 9th, 
10th and 11th. On Saturday, December 
1, 2007, Rina will host a ‘Grand Open-
ing’ celebration from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m.  Beginners and advance students 
are always welcome.  For information or 
reservations, call (954) 564-2110 or visit 
www.healinglightinc.com.  

A Child Is Missing Celebrates 
50th State To Participate With 
Aloha Hawaii – Tour D’ Vine Fund-
raiser

 
A Child Is Missing (ACIM), founded 

ten years ago by Sherry Friedlander, is a 
free program that moves quickly to as-
sist law enforcement agencies to alert 
people in a targeted area to look for 
missing children, the elderly, college stu-
dents and other events.  On November 
16th, the non-profit organization will 
celebrate the 50th state to embrace the 
program, which coincidentally is Ha-
waii, our 50th state!  The festive fund-
raiser taking place at the Riverside Hotel 

will showcase the food of some of our 
finest restaurants, great entertainment 
and plenty of wine, thanks to Southern 
Wine & Spirits.  Randy Avon and his fam-
ily have been instrumental in helping 
open doors in Hawaii and Joe DiMag-
gio Children’s Hospital is this year’s Pre-
senting Sponsor.  

Call Tiffany Delit-Garcia for informa-
tion and tickets at (954) – 763-1288.

Inside Out Theatre Presents 
“Triptych” At The Museum of Art

 Inside Out Theatre Company will 
present the play “Triptych” by Edna 
O’Brien, through November 18 at the 
Museum of Art, One East Las Olas 

Blvd.  “Triptych” is the story of three 
women, a wife, mistress and daughter 
and the intermingling of their lives as 
they revolve around a successful writer. 
O’Brien’s work is a passionate and pro-
vocative piece that depicts love’s ability 
to simultaneously unfetter and ensnare.  
The production, features an award-
winning cast starring Sandra Ives, Lisa 
Morgan and Kim Dean Morgan and will 
play Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 
8:00 p.m., and Saturdays and Sundays 
at 2:00 p.m. Tickets can be purchased 
by calling (954) 385-3060 or online at 
www.insideouttheatre.org. “…an intri-
cate trio of women in love…emotion-
ally brave and engagingly clever” – San 
Francisco Chronicle

 
The Charmettes of Broward 

Plan 50th Anniversary Golden 
Charms Gala on December 1st

In November 1957, 14 visionary 
women – Laura Martin, Eleanor Robin-
son, Gladys Young, Bernice Thompson, 
Jeanette Shirley, Eunice Thomas, Ann 
White Bashful, Lil Bolen Rigsbee, Barbara 
Rhone, Helen Hamm, Ida Bragdon, Ruby 
Smith, Eddie Jackson and Val Summers 

– chartered the Broward County chap-
ter of the Charmettes.  On December 
1st, the Charmettes will celebrate their 
50th Anniversary ‘Golden Charms Gala’ 
at the Hyatt Regency Pier 66, chaired by 
Dr. Michelle Dallas. Grammy Award Win-
ning R&B Group, The Manhattans fea-
turing Gerald Alston & Blue Lovett will 
be performing.  Honorees chosen for 
recognition include:  Cameron Benson, 
Gale Butler, AutoNation, Josephus Egg-
leston, Congressman Alcee Hastings, Dr. 
David Laz, Ina Nadler, Desorae Smith, 
Marcia Barry Smith, Dwight Stephen-
son, and Edwin Vasquez, M.D.  Laura 
Bryant Martin will be honored with a 
50th Year Lifetime Achievement Award.  
For information, call (954) 600-2538 or 
visit www.CharmettesBroward.org.

Gail Smith Plans Piano Concert 
Tribute To Fanny Mendelssohn At 
Unity Church

On Wednesday, November 14th at 
7:30 p.m. pianist Gail Smith will pres-
ent a piano concert at Unity Church, 
1800 N.E. 6th Court. Gail’s portrayal 
and musical tribute to composer, Fan-
ny Mendelssohn, sister of well-known 
composer, Felix Mendelssohn, will com-
memorate her 202nd birthday. The por-
trayal of Fanny’s life and music are wo-
ven together in an unforgettable concert 
the whole family will enjoy.  The concert 
will include a Collage of Classics and the 
diverse styles of original piano solos by 
Gail Smith with a special surprise event.  
A ‘Love Offering’ will be taken.  Call 
(954) 463-4359 or visit www.unityftlau-
derdale.org.

Broward County Fair Is A 
Family Affair

“It’s Showtime” is the theme of the 
2007 Broward County Fair, taking place 
at Fort Lauderdale Stadium, next to Lock-
hart Stadium from Thursday, November 
15th to Sunday, November 25th.  Over 
100 rides, games and attractions as well 
as prize animals and cotton candy!  Visit 
http://www.browardcountyfair.com or 
call the Advance Ticket Hotline at (954) 
436-7494.

About the Author:

Kevin Lane is a popular photogra-
pher and journalist covering society, 
fashion, entertainment, dining and 
South Florida Lifestyle.  He’s a Publicist 
with ‘blue-chip’ clients in the non-profit 
and for-profit sector and is a motiva-
tional speaker as well as a lecturer on 
historic and famous figures including 
Napoleon Bonaparte, Ancient Egyptian 
dynasties, Estee Lauder and famed tap 
dancer, Bill ‘Bojangles’ Robinson.  He 
can be reached at klane@gate.net. 

Kevin invites your comments and 
can be reached at (954) 467-2624.

Kevin’s KornerKevin’s Korner

Top row: Sherry Friedlander, Jerylin 
Grimm, Sandi Stevens, Pia Dahlquist, 
(Sitting) Bob Avon and Tiffany Delit-
Garcia (Frames: Pualani Mossman 
Avon, 1930’s Hawaii Mattson Line 
Poster Girl; and Hawaii’a State Seal)

Meeting at Dillard Elementary 
School’s Media Center to discuss 
the Charmettes 50th Anniversary 
celebration were (LR) Carol Curry, 
Pearl Maloney, Laura Martin, Dr. 
Michelle Dallas and Dolores Davis.

One of the many choirs at Christmas on 
Las Olas.

Actresses Sandy Ives, Kim Morgan Dean, 
& Lisa Morgan
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CANDIDATES!

Thinking about running 
for elected office in 2009? It’s 
closer than you think; most 
campaigns start late, often 
just a few months before elec-
tion dates, resulting in predict-
able failure and waste of the 
candidate’s and volunteers’ 
work.  A lot of money is also 
lost through a lack of advance 
planning.

The Fort Lauderdale City 
News will cover contests for 
public office and attempt to 
give candidates a forum to 
discuss the important issues 
of the day directly with the 
voters of Ft. Lauderdale. This 
City News goes to every 
voter in the city. FYI.

Candidates’ articles, news 
items, campaign events, 
etc. are welcome. If you, or 
a friend, is thinking about 
the mayor’s or city commis-
sion seats, the Florida House 
or Senate, congress, county 
commission, school board 
or other positions please call 
Steve Kelley, publisher at (954) 
564-1308 and let’s discuss 
how this publication can help 
you at no charge.

cartoonscartoons
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WILL FORT LAUDERDALE RECOVER FROM REAL ESTATE BUBBLE/
CREDIT CRUNCH?

      Just Ask Norm
     
       By Norman Fisher

July 27, 2007 will be remembered 
as the day the credit bubble burst.  Since 
then many sub, and near prime lenders 
are either out of business, have filed for 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection, or 
drastically downsized their operations.  

Locally, developments remain “un-
der occupied”, and investors initially 
intent on “flipping” are now accidental 
landlords or are walking away from siz-
able deposits.  

Many of you have expressed con-
fusion, worry and fear over the situa-
tion.  Given the headlines in the media, 
these emotions are expected.  But when 
viewed as a business cycle, and with 
recent history as a reference point, my 
hope is that your fear, worry and confu-
sion will evaporate.

Since 1998 our economy has been 
driven by relatively cheap money, a 
growing global, national and Flor-
ida economy. This combined to ig-
nite rapid housing appreciation and a 
housing boom.  From 1998 to today, 
median home values in South Florida 
have climbed 275%, from $98,900 to 

$371,200.  
There have been other storied 

boom/bust cycles over the last 20 years.  
From the 1985 implosion of the Florida 
condo market, to the collapse of the 
first mega hedge fund, Long Term Capi-
tal Management in 1998, to the “Tech 
Bubble” in 2000, to today’s real estate 
bubble/credit crunch.  With each, the 
Fed acted by lowering the Federal Funds 

rate.  That action directly impacted our 
national financial system, the state econ-
omy and the Fort Lauderdale real estate 
market by turbo charging the economy 
and accelerating home appreciation. 

In 2000/2001 the “Tech Bubble” 
burst, lead by Enron, World Com and a 
host of others.  Overnight, everybody 
was losing money.  Consumer confi-
dence sank.  The Fed reacted by lower-
ing rates 7 times from January to Au-
gust 2001, bringing the Federal Funds 
rate down to 3.5% from 6.0%.  Fixed 
mortgage rates went from over 8% to 
average less than 6.5%.  The median 
home value in Miami/Fort Lauderdale 
was $121,320 in 2001.  

9/11 sent rates down again, with 
the Fed lowering seven more times from 
September 2001 to June 2003.  This 
brought the benchmark Federal Funds 

rate down to 1% from 3.5%.  Mortgage 
rates dropped and stayed below 5% for 
a year.  Home values soared.  In South 
Florida the building boom marched on.  
Real estate speculation was on the rise 
and everybody wanted in.  Real estate 
became the “can’t go wrong invest-
ment.”   Median Fort Lauderdale home 
values shot up to $264,890 in 2003.  
By 2006 median home values peaked 

at $380,400.
Every peak is followed by 

a fall. In late 2006, Fort Lau-
derdale home values stopped 
appreciating.  The Fort Lau-
derdale real estate market 
ground to a near full stop, 
and prices began to decline;  
home owners who wanted to 
sell could not get their price. 
Investors who purchased new 
construction properties to 
“flip” for a profit were forced 
to close, or walk away from 
their deposit money.  Numer-
ous projects in and around 
Broward County from condo 
conversions to condo proj-
ects remain undersold, and 
are waiting for the market to 
turn and buyers to return. Re-
member the mad rush to buy 
in Wilton Station?

What’s happening today 
in the Fort Lauderdale real es-
tate market is similar to what 
happened to stock investors 
when the Tech Bubble burst 
in 2000.  Losses are being in-
curred by those who either 
had to sell, or were expecting, 
and waited for further home 
appreciation before selling.  

Now they need to sell, 
but had they sold early they 
would be in cash today, which 

GETTING A MORTGAGE IS NOT AS 
HARD AS YOU THINK

             THE CREDIT CRUNCH IS EASING AND GETTING BETTER 

Yes, mortgage late payments, defaults and foreclosure rates continue to climb.  
But the real estate market and home ownership is far too important to Fort Lauder-
dale and the national economy to be allowed to die. Some items to note:

• The House of Representatives passed a bill on September 18th to help   
 home owners.

• The Federal Reserve lowered the Federal Funds rate by ½% on the 18th ,  
 to ease the credit crunch and lower rates for a host of products.

• Lenders are again able to readily sell mortgages on the open market.
All this is having and will continue to have a positive impact on your ability to 

borrow money when you need it.
Lending may be a bit more conservative, but interest rates are low, and there 

is plenty of money to lend and programs available to make it easy to buy, build, or 
refinance real estate. 

Consult your local Realtor or call me today and take another look at our 
surprisingly attractive real estate waters.  

is the perfect position to take advantage 
of the bargains available.  If you need to 
sell now, hope remains, but you must 
be clear about your situation, your bot-
tom line, and your long term financial 
plan.   

This is the first step toward finding 
hope and opportunity from the current 
state of Fort Lauderdale’s real estate 
market. 

Today it is imperative you define and 
focus on your long-term financial objec-
tives and Fort Lauderdale and South 
Florida remains a preferred national and 
international destination. 

Our market will recover, but will you 
benefit?  Will you profit?  

Here are three recommendations to 
insure you are in position to do so:

1. Know, protect and manage  
 your credit.

2. Save & raise cash.
3. Enlist the aid of a professional  

 to help get your financial house  
 in order.

Try a Certified Mortgage Planner 
(CMP) for starters. The CMP designation 
indicates that individual has studied, 
tested and passed stringent require-
ments established by the Certified Mort-
gage Planner’s Institute. The certified 
mortgage planner will be dedicated to 
helping you define and strategically an-
alyze your short, intermediate and long-
term financial goals.  This is the first step 
to a secure financial future.

The writer, Norman G. Fisher, CMP is 
president of The Mortgage Shoppe, Inc.  
He has been active in mortgage bank-
ing and local real estate since 1994, and 
has offices located in the Riverwalk Plaza 
Building adjacent to the New River just 
south of Las Olas Boulevard. 

For questions or comments call  
(954) 763-5980.  



Page 26  - November, 2007 -  Fort Lauderdale City News Get a free subscription - subscribe@citynewsfl.comwww.citynewsfl.com

EDITOR’S NOTE:

Ernest Kelley is a former Fort Lau-
derdalian who decided to get out of the 
“rat race.” His adventures aboard his 44 
foot catamaran, Lauren Grace, have tak-
en him and his wife, Charlene, to South 
Africa, the Bahamas, Cuba, Jamaica and 
the entire east coast of the U.S. Most    
recently, he’s cruised southward all 
along the Mexican and Latin American 
coasts to Columbia.

He is preparing for a Panama Canal  
transit enrouth to the Galapagos Islands. 
Is Tahiti next? Ernest’s letters from para-
dise are published in the City News.

           Money

For Money’s Sake

To spend a life for money’s sake,
How empty and how late.
To end a life in such a state,
If only we seek to emulate.

Hurry now before you fade,
Is yours a life of wanton made?
Life betold before the grave.

Most of you will read and dismiss 
the following ideas knowing that others 
are going down the wrong road and 
you are part of the herd clamoring after 
them.

At a time when spending money is 
being touted as the only legitimate use 
of our time and that it is fashionable to 
make our peers envious of our materi-
alism, we Americans are actually feeling 
empty of purpose.  We mistakenly think 
the path to happiness is as simple as 
spending money.  If you believe life has 
more to offer read on.

Money can buy a large measure of 
happiness if we know where we are go-
ing with it.  It is a necessity to modern 
life because it is how we pay our taxes, 
purchase needed products and extend 
our purchasing power into the future.  
I have met individuals whose singular 
goal in life is to make lots of money.  
That is their plan and it is in sharp fo-
cus and they seem to understand this 
about themselves.  They seem happy 
and cannot see them-
selves in any other 
role.  Also, you have 
no doubt seen indi-
viduals who measure 
themselves and oth-
ers by the amount of 
money they spend yet 
you find them shal-
low in character.  They 
believe money is tied 
to status.  America is 
awash in colorful and 
persuasive ads that 

awaken our desires to possess what we 
have little time to use.  Many have wast-
ed too much time trying to impress their 
peers and not enough time developing a 
deeper knowledge of themselves.  They 
believe they will be applauded for their 
materialism when what others may feel 
is closer to contempt.  Man’s propensity 

toward emulation proves too powerful 
for some.  For the rest of us searching for 
more out of life, money should be only 
one of the tools that will help us get to 
a level of understanding and freedom to 
enjoy a fuller life.  When we focus on 
what we truly understand we want out 
of life (time for family, loyal friendships, 
contribution to community, solid ac-
complishments, etc.) we see money dif-
ferently.  It doesn’t lessen our need for 
money but we do become more direct-
ed and less impressed with materialistic 
spending.  We come to understand that 
not all we do is for money. 

“Avarice and happiness never saw 
each other, how then should they be-
come acquainted?”

Benjamin Franklin
(1706-1790)

Money is the greatest of addictions.  
It comes before all others.  With a lot of 
money we see individuals indulge their 
money spending for the thrill of it, gam-
bling and even using drugs with arro-
gance toward those who would object.  
Therein lies the tragedy of spending 
money without a mature understand-

ing of ourselves.
Stress over the misuse of money 

causes severe disruptions in our lives re-
sulting in broken families, stress related 
medical problems and even death.  Can 
there be a more important issue than 
managing money properly?  Americans 
are the richest people on earth and are 
capable of purchasing excesses of quality 
products brought to us from through-
out the world. I frequently travel to 
other countries for extended stays and 
see more happiness in homes averag-
ing $1,000 per year that in homes with 
60 times that in the U.S. It is fascinating 
to observe happiness in the absence of 
that number one item, money.  It is not 
that the poor of the world would not 
endeavor to possess the same things 
should they get the opportunity or that 
the abject poor are not truly suffering.  
It appears, though, that simplicity of life 
and placing value on family and com-
munity are the key to happier and less 
stressful living.

Time is the essence of money.  Smart 
money purchases time.  If we waste 
money do we not waste the time we 
put into earning it?  Will we not have 
to spend that same time again just to 
get back to where we were?  Some of 
us spend all our money plus money we 
don’t have.  We then borrow money at 
rates that defy logic to raise and main-
tain an uncharacteristic lifestyle.  That 
is borrowing on future time.  Commit-
ting your future to anything should get 

your highest and most earnest consid-
eration.  Bankruptcy is the legal process 
in which our courts are trying to save 
citizens some of that lost time that will 
be spent returning to solvency.  There-
fore, if money is lost or spent capri-
ciously, a great deal of time is lost, often 
years.  Absent planning this scenario is 
repeated too often in our society.  (Note: 
there are victims of bankruptcy through 
no fault of their own)

Once the significant purchases are 
completed (home, car, college fund, 
etc) plan to save and invest a large por-
tion of what remains.  Leave the paid 
off credit cards at home.  Pay cash.  You 
will have a much better sense of what is 
leaving your pocket and you will not be 
paying interest either.  Budgeting can be 
fun when you see more going in than 
going out.  For instance, a modern car 
should easily last 10 years (yes, it’s true) 
doing the same maintenance the new 
car warranty and local laws would have 
required anyway.  If you had a 4 year 
loan on the car then you can save the 
car payments for the last 6 years you 
use the car.  For fun just sit and do the 
math on what you would save.  You 
will be amazed.  And instead of pay-
ing interest you will be earning interest.  
Do the same with your paid off home.  
When the day comes you will no longer 
be working you will have more money 
to use on the things you have by then 
come to enjoy most.

Less money, if properly managed, 
creates more happiness.  For example, 
a new mother remaining in the home 
for the joy of being with the child for 
the first few years instinctively knows it 
will bring greater happiness for her new 
family. 

While a fictional story, that of Eb-
enezer Scrooge, is also a good example 
because he realized in the end that the 
real value of his money was in the hap-
piness it brought as he gave it away to 
help others in his community.  In both 
of these examples less money brought 
greater happiness. 

Finally, some of the world’s most 
respected and fulfilled people live(d) on 
modest budgets like Benjamin Franklin, 
Mother Theresa and Billy Graham.  No 
doubt the study of these and other simi-
lar people will provide many more clues 
as to how we may better understand 
ourselves and view money’s true value 
as a tool that helps sustain us while we 
are maturing and learning about our-
selves.  Money is a limited resource be-
cause the time to earn it is finite and ne-
cessitates that we formulate a guiding 
vision for its use.

Ernie Kelley
Lying Panama and thereabouts
sylg@pocketmail.com

THE CONUNDRUM OF PARADISE
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CC # B-176 

We Come to You!   Car Washes from $10! 

AFFORDABLE CAR DETAILING
We Come to You!   Car Washes from $10! 

Wash, Wax, Renew Finish,  
Engine Detailing, Upholstery, 
Carpets, Remove Odors & the 

latest in Car Treatments!
Call for a free quote to make your 
car look like new!

Call Nestor at  
754-204-3642 

(954)564-5540 
www.smileykidz.com

Smiley Kidz Dental
Dr. Oana Romasan

            Dentistry for Children & Adolescents 
1749 N.E. 26th ST. Ste B 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33305

Your Ad Here!
Reach all the 

residents of Fort 
Lauderdale! 

Call Steve Kelley at 
(954) 564-1308 

Detail Roofing, Inc.Detail Roofing, Inc.
RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

Re-Roofs & Repairs - Tile - Metal  Shingles

Licensed & Insured
CCC 1326461
State Certifi ed

954-564-0115
1167 NE 24th St.  

Wilton Manors, FL 33305

LAWN SPRINKLER SERVICE
Repairs, Installation, Maintenance

Call me for a free evaluation and I’ll show you 
how to save 100s dollars yearly with a water 

effi cient lawn sprinkler system.

Ron Shilton Irrigation SpecialistRon Shilton Irrigation Specialist
954-828-1310954-828-1310

Business Card ads on 
this page are only $39

Call (954) 564-1308 
for more information

“A Time To Dance” 
Pre-ballet, ballet, tap, Jazz/lyrical, 
hip hop - all ages 

Grace E. Kaye 
Director/Choreographer 

Boca Raton, Florida 
561-901-0169 
atimetodanceus@aol.com 
www.atimetodance.us 

TUTORING  954-646-8246
7 Ways of Learning - TeachersToTeachers.com

SAT prep / homework help / FCAT prep
Free CD to promote reading and larger vocabulary

Free copy of the “Get Ahead” 
workbook  

Learn how to put something 
educational on that iPod

Free tips by email  
mistermath@comcast.net

SAT Word of 

the month:

Ecstatic

ACCORDION & ROLLUP
HURRICANE SHUTTERS

Quick Installation
Free Estimates!

PICO ALUMA, INC. 
CALL 954-829-7239
CODE APPROVED - Licensed & Insured

Specializing In: 
 Computer Repairs/Data Recovery

              Virus/Spyware Removal
              System/Software Updates

      Memory/Hard Drive Upgrades 
   Network Configuration

     

              
    info@keytechnical.com   

FLYER DELIVER EXPRESS!
Fast Door-to-Door delivery of your 

newsletter or specialty items
Cheaper & Faster than the Post Offi ce

Reliable and Honest
Call for a free quote!

Sheila - (954) 822-2161

 Gourmet
Single The

*A Dining Out Organization for Singles*

 Broward County Chapter 954-723-9608
 Palm Beach County Chapter 561-276-2595

DON’T WASTE $ ON IMPROPER 
TREE TRIMMING!

Call for Free Estimate 
(954) 202-6243

B.S. Environmental Horticulture, University of Florida 
 I.S.A. Certified Arborist 
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Letters
Traffic on 17th Street

So what do you think the traffi c is going 
to be like on 17th St. this winter? 
 More hotels and condos on the beach 
means more traffi c on 17th St. They 
can change the lighting all they want, 
but it’s really not going to help; and it’s 
only going to get worse.  

We need to support the building of 
some sort of road through the port to 
US 1 and 595.  There is talk about an 
elevated express lane that would bypass 
the pose no port security risk.  This 
would be an unbelievable coup for our 
city.  Imagine being able to go over the 
bridge, turn left, and end up at US 1 and 
595-without any lights. Imagine being 
able to travel westbound on 17th St. 
with most of the traffi c having already 
turned off.  It just makes too much 
sense.  

Coming from the other direction could 
be a lane exiting into the port for cruise 
and convention traffi c.  It would almost 
be an express lane from the airport to 
the beach. I would love to hear any 
objections to this type of road.   

Doug Birer, Fort Lauderdale

PORT EXPANSION 
EXPENSIVE FOR THE CITY

Your September article talked about 
the $2 billion expansion of the port. If 
you asked the citizens of Broward their 
opinion, I suspect 90% would be op-
posed. Why spend $2 billion to destroy 
more mangroves, create more pollution, 
bring in bigger oil tankers and cruise 
ships, create more congestion on streets 
and the airport, and make our oil depot 
a bigger target for terrorists?
On average, a large ship runs aground 
on Broward’s coral reef every 18 
months. Do we want it every 12 
months? Just wait till a large tanker rips 
a hole in its hull right off the beach.

Already downtown looks like New 
York City, the beach looks like Atlan-
tic City and the airport will soon be as 
much a nightmare as Miami Interna-
tional.

Why not take $2 billion and make 
Broward better, not more congested 
and polluted? Use the money for more 
parks, clean up the millions of tires 
dumped off Sunrise Blvd. and elimi-
nate the sewer outfall that is spewing 
millions of gallons of sewage off our 
beaches. We now fi nd that the sand is 
more polluted than the water. Beaches 
often have to be closed due to this 
pollution. Widen more roads, clean the 
streets of trash, and give the homeless 
some shelter. Maybe even provide the 
citizens enough water to wash our cars 
and water the grass.

Two billion dollars could accomplish 
all this and more if the city and county 
authorities cared about something other 
than more development. Alas, they 
don’t seem to and the lifestyle of all 
citizens continues down hill.

Mike Leech
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 

Bring Back the Sails

They say democracy has fallen victim to special interest groups.

 I had no true idea what this meant until a beautiful, thoughtful, well-designed 
shopping plaza-hotel complex, similar in appearance to Sidney’s Opera House, 
fell victim to a vociferous group of residents in our small community of Harbour 
Inlet.

I WANTED the Sails! I loved 
the glass, the transparency, the 
superstructure, the CONCEPT!

I even tried to vote in its favor 
at the City Hall meeting, which 
was a complete zoo, with 
people spilling out into the 
street. I gave up trying to get 
into the main hall and left. I 
regret doing so.

Now we face a major lawsuit, and a god-knows-what… to be built  god-knows-
when…with MORE trees growing on the roof of the crumbling pink buildings, 
that we all concur is an eyesore.

Southport Plaza has already been denuded of its beautiful trees by developers 
who intend to “improve” it’s appearance. Have no doubt the same esthetics are 
coming to the pink shopping center. We had a good thing going with the Sails. 
Let’s give them a second chance.

Robert Linder, Ft. Lauderdale 

IS THE PALAZZO PROJECT BACK FROM THE DEAD?

In October, a judge ruled that the developers of the formerly dead Palazzo project could sue the city after all. The project 
would have been built at the city owned parking lot at Las Olas Blvd. The ruling paves the way for the developers to return to 
Broward court to challenge the city’s 2003 denial of the mixed-use project.
Once again, it looks like the developers will get their way no matter who we vote in to stand up to them. Incredibly, our 
elected city commissioners (who make a lowly $30,000 per year) could be sued as individuals. 

Everett Charles, Fort Lauderdale, FL

Submitting your 
letter to the Editor:

Emailed letters are best - email your 
letter to: letters@citynewsfl .com
Letters can be mailed to:

Ft. Lauderdale City News
P. O. Box 347
300 E. Oakland Park Blvd.
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33334
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SOME PRO-CONSUMER 
LEGISLATION

   By Gary Resnick, Wilton Manors         
City Commissioner

We have 
realized that 
although the 
Governor and 
the Legislature 
claim they ad-
dressed suc-
cessfully prop-
erty insurance 
and property 
taxes, their 

solutions have really not amounted 
to much of anything for most of us.  
Those of us whose homes are protect-
ed by homestead saw tax reductions 
of only $200-$300.  The Legislature’s 
further answer to property tax reform 
– the referendum scheduled for Janu-
ary 2008 – will actually place most 
of us in homesteaded properties in 

a worse position than we are now.  
Further, the January 2008 referen-
dum does absolutely nothing to help 
people who own non-homesteaded 
properties.  It is therefore surprising 
that there were a few bright spots 
from the 2007 Legislative 
Session for consumers 
that are worth discussing.  
There were  two pieces of 
legislation that passed that 
actually are good for con-
sumers.    

Tax Credits For 
Alternative Energy 
Sources

Florida has not done 
very much with respect 
to encouraging alterna-
tive energy sources and 
has been far from a leader 
in this area.  However, in 2007, the 
Legislature approved giving tax credits 
for the amount of alternative energy 
resources that residents buy for their 

WILTON MANORS COMMISSIONERS DENOUNCE NAUGLE REMARKS ABOUT GAYS

City commissioners voted unanimously on a resolution denouncing recent comments made by Fort Lauderdale Mayor 
Jim Naugle about gays and bathroom sex, HIV and AIDS, bathhouses and sex clubs, pornography and sin.

Naugle’s controversial comments cost him his seat on Broward’s Tourist Development Council in August. Wilton Man-
ors commissioners modeled their resolution after a letter Broward County commissioners signed and sent last month to 
gay news Web sites and convention planners reaffirming their commitment to diversity.

Naugle’s comments resonated especially in Wilton Manors, a city adjacent to Fort Lauderdale with an estimated 35 to 
40 percent gay population.

Legislative Update
homes. The Bill revises section 196.175, 
Florida Statutes to exempt “upon which 
a renewable energy sources device is in-
stalled and operated … in the amount 
of the original cost of the device, includ-
ing the installation.  This law will allow 

residents who install alterna-
tive energy sources, such as 
solar panels, to deduct the 
costs of such items from the 
taxable value of their homes 
for a period of ten years.  For 
example, if a homeowner 
pays $2,000 to install solar 
panels to heat a pool or pro-
vide other hot water resourc-
es, the resident may deduct 
this $2,000 from the value 
of the home over a period of 
ten years.  

Many States offer similar 
tax incentives to residents 
and businesses that use alter-
native energy sources.  Much 
of the credit of this Legisla-

tion goes to Miami-Dade County Com-
missioner Katy Sorenson who pushed 
for such tax incentives. This is a good 

start toward policies that encourage 
homeowners and businesses to install 
alternative energy sources, such as solar 
panels.  This is not however, an answer 
to our dependence on standard electric 
and energy sources.  We need to push 
the Legislature next year to expand tax 
credits and offer greater rebates and 
other incentives to businesses and prop-
erty owners that install solar and other 
alternative energy sources.  

Consumer Protection on 
Telecommunications Contracts 

It has been a common practice for 
cell phone companies as well as tele-
phone companies to extend the length 
of a customer’s contract when the cus-
tomer calls to either add or remove a 
service.  For example, if I were to call 
up my cell phone company or my tele-
phone provider at home and wanted to 
add a service, such as call waiting, it has 
been common practice for the company 
to extend my contract without my con-
sent and often without my knowledge.  
SB 184, which adds a provision to Sec-
tion 364.193, Florida Statutes, prohibits 
a telecommunications company from 
extending the length of a customer’s 
contract beyond the initial contract term 
solely because the customer elects to 
add or remove any service from his or 
her existing services.  A contract may be 
extended only upon the express written 
consent of the customer.  This becomes 
more important as consumers exercise 
options to switch cellular carriers or 
home telephone companies and want 
to get out of existing contracts without 
paying penalties.  Of course, Florida 
could go a lot further with respect to 
protecting consumers from such busi-
ness practices, but at least these are 
steps in the right direction.  

I appreciate your continued com-
ments.  If you have any questions or 
comments, please feel free to contact 
me at home at GaryResnick@aol.com 
or at 954-566-0054.  As always, thank 
you for your input and continued sup-
port.
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Business Announcements

Announcements for this Calendar 
section can be emailed to:

calendar@citynewsfl.com

           or call (954) 564-1308.

Yogini Rina Lichtinger 
Opens New Yoga Healing 

Light Center In Coral 
Center 

One of the area’s most esteemed 
Yoga instructors and Hypnobirth-
ing practitioner, Rina Lichtinger has 
opened a new studio in the Coral 
Center Plaza at 3045 North Federal 
Highway, suite #42.  Known as the 
Yoga Healing Light Center, the 700 
square foot facility has been designed 
to promote deep relaxation.  With 
new wood floors, soothing waterfall 
and exotic incense, it’s the perfect 
environment to take the array of pro-
grams offered, including Hatha, Raja, 
and Tantra Yoga and meditation as 
well as Pre-natal Yoga. The new space 
is next to Fernando’s International 
Market on the south side of the Pla-
za.

In November, the Healing Light 
Holistic Center will be offering a 
special three-day Vibration Sound 
Healing Workshop, planned for No-
vember 9th, 10th and 11th. “At our 
workshop, participants will explore 
the fundamentals of sound heal-
ing through the law of entrainment, 
resonance and the meaning of sacred 
ratios in music,” Rina explained.  She 
will be joined by Michelle Barrial and 
Brian Boggs.  

Yogini Rina has been a frequent 
guest on numerous television shows, 
including an in-depth interview on 
WPLG Channel 10 on the practice 
of Hypnobirthing.  She’s also been 
a television host on the Spanish pro-
gram, Dimension Desconocida.  

As an author on the subjects of 
Yoga and aromatherapy in numerous 
magazines in the United States and 
Canada, Rina has developed a line 
of aromatherapy products that she 
sells on line and at her studio.  Prior 
to moving to the Coral Plaza, Rina Li-
chtinger had a well established yoga 
center a few blocks south of her cur-
rent location, where she gained a 
reputation of caring and competent 
teaching.  For the last few years, Rina 
has also been teaching and speaking 
about yoga at the Wellness Center at 
Holy Cross Hospital, which she con-
tinues.

On Saturday, December 1, 2007, 
Rina Lichtinger will host a ‘Grand 
Opening’ celebration at her new Yoga 
– Healing Light Holistic Center, locat-
ed in the Coral Center at 3045 North 
Federal Highway in Fort Lauderdale, 
from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

For more information call (954) 
802-4988 or visit www.healinglight-
inc.com.  

FLORA OTTIMER 
CHILDREN’S BOUTIQUE 

OPENS PLAZA 3000

Just when you thought life in sunny 
South Florida couldn’t get any more 
fun...Flora Ottimer Children’s Boutique 
brings all the latest in children’s toys, 
accessories, and the finest in children’s 
wear for kids aged newborn to pre-
teen. 

A visit to our beautiful new store in 
the Plaza 3000 Shops at Oakland Park 
and Federal Highway will delight par-
ents, grandparents, and kids alike, with 
adorable baby gifts to seasonal dressy 
and casual wear for boys and girls

Owner Mary Welker has continued 
the tradition of Flora Ottimer for over 
25 years, where the motto has always 
been “Style Starts Small.”  Founded in 
Ft. Lauderdale in 1945, the children’s 
boutique is now dressing its fourth gen-
eration of families from South Florida to 
North Carolina.

You can expect to find the latest 
from designers Florence Eiseman, Ralph 
Lauren, HartStrings, Victoria Kids, Kissy 
Kissy, and Robeez shoes, among others.  
Also featured are beautiful baby linens, 
sterling baby gifts, diaper bags and the 
very latest designs from the ever popu-
lar Bugaboo Strollers.

Need a last minute beautifully 
wrapped gift for your best friend’s new 
grandchild? Come on in, we’ll take care 
of all the details, down to the perfectly 
coordinated bow for your special gift.  
Stop by and visit us at the Plaza 3000 
Shops Monday-Saturday, 10:00AM - 
5:00PM, or at our original location on 

“PRISSY HEN” OPENS IN 
THE HARBOR SHOPS

A new “Fun” store is opening in Ft. 
Lauderdale!  Our motto is “We make 
our customers smile!” Diane Bosler the 
former owner of Hibiscus Place on Las 
Olas is opening a new store at the Har-
bour Shops on Cordova Rd. off of 17th 
street.

The Prissy Hen will have upscale 
ladies consignment clothes, shoes and 
accessories, plus all types of home de-
cor items.  They will consist of Escada, 
St. John, Laurel, Michael Kors and the 
list goes on.  We will also feature jewelry 
copies of David Yurman, John Hardy, 
Tiffany and you name it.  

Last but not least, children’s and 
animal lovers’ gifts not to mention all 
types of gifts to simply .... make you 
smile!

Come see us!  1825 Cordova Rd., 
Ft. Lauderdale,  954-462-4484 or The 
Prissy Hen@aol.com for appointments 
to consign.

TINY TREASURES

Wilton Manors is extending a paw 
to its newest neighbor, Tiny Treasures 
Puppies (2043 Wilton Drive, Wilton 
Manors). 

The shop is more akin to a loving 
nursery than traditional pet stores, be-
cause at Tiny Treasures Puppies dogs 
spend their pre-adoption days snuggled 
in custom-built cribs – just waiting for 
you to scoop them up and take them 
home (C’mon! You know you want 
one!). 

Another nice thing about Tiny Trea-
sures Puppies is that you can get up to a 
five-year warranty and free pet training 
with the purchase of any little bundle 
of squiggly love and fur as well as first 
grooming free, first vet vist free – and 
since a five-year warranty is more than 
you got on your car, you know your 
puppie will be with you for the long 
haul.

713 East Las Olas Boulevard. 
Need something in a hurry? Call 

ahead at 954-564-1122 or 954-463-
2292. We will gladly assist you.  www.
floraottimer.com.

MASTER CHORALE OF 
SOUTH FLORIDA 

“A SEASON OF CLASSICAL 
CONTRASTS”

The works that the Master Cho-
rale of South Florida has chosen to 
perform in their 2007-2008 season 
demonstrate the breadth of repertoire 
available in classical music – that there 
is something for everyone.  Not only is 
each concert series very different from 
the other, but there are tremendous 
contrasts within each series.  The No-
vember concert series concentrates 
on sacred texts and glorious melodies 
with settings ranging from Baroque 
to contemporary. The April concert 
series features highly secular 20th 
century music with thrilling rhythms 
and lusty lyrics based on a collection 
of poems and songs written in the 

early 13th Century.
In November, the Master Chorale 

will present Gloria! Gloria! Gloria!, a pro-
gram of glorias by Vivaldi, Poulenc and 
Rutter. While the text for each piece is 
identical, the presentations are vastly dif-
ferent. The singers will be accompanied 
by the critically acclaimed Boca Raton 
Symphonia and soprano Marvis Martin, 
a University of Miami graduate who has 
“graced the opera and concert stages of 
the world.”

Concerts are Friday, November 
16, 2007 at 8:00 pm at Second Pres-
byterian Church, 1400 N. Federal High-
way, Fort Lauderdale; Saturday, No-
vember 17, 2007, at 8:00 pm, at 
the Kathryn Lindgren Theatre, Boca Ra-
ton Community High School, 1501 NW 
15th Court, Boca Raton; and Sunday, 
November 18, 2007, at 4:00 pm, 
at Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, 464 NE 
16th St. at Bayshore Drive in Miami.

Tickets for any venue are $25 
in advance ($30 at the door). Call 
954-418-6232 or visit www.mas-
terchoraleofsouthflorida.org.

In April, the Master Chorale of South 
Florida will perform Carl Orff’s Carmina 
Burana, one of the world’s most popu-
lar choral-orchestra masterpieces of the 
20th century. This rhythmic, often wild 
piece, portions of which have been 
heard in hundreds of movies, is a thriller 
and audience favorite. Again, the cho-
rale will be accompanied by the Boca 
Raton Symphonia with highly regarded 
soprano Suzan Hanson, internation-
ally renowned tenor John Duykers and 
Grammy award winning baritone Don-
nie Ray Albert.

The first concert in this series will 
take place on Friday, April 11, 2008, 
at 8:00 pm at the Knight Concert Hall 
of Miami’s Carnival Center for the Per-
forming Arts. Tickets range in price 
from $15 to $55 and may be pur-
chased through the Carnival Cen-
ter Box Office.

The performance will be repeated on
Saturday, April 12, 2008, at 8:00 
pm at Second Presbyterian Church, 
1400 N. Federal Highway, Fort Lauder-
dale, and on Sunday, April 13, 2008, 
at 4:00 pm at the Kathryn Lindgren 
Theatre, Boca Raton Community High 
School, 1501 NW 15th Court, Boca Ra-
ton. Tickets for these performances will 
go on sale in early November through 
www.masterchoraleofsouthflorida.org.
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CASBAH’S
Holiday Gift Certificates

Vixen
Spa Pedicure
Aromatherapy Massage
or Facial
Total $130

Blitzen
Aromatherapy Massage
or Facial
Total $85

Prancer
Manicure
Pedicure
Facial
Aromatherapy Massage

Total $230

Let us help you with your Holiday Shopping List

because even the person who has everything

can't get enough of this...

1000 Seminole Drive
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304
Across from the Galleria Mall

954.630.0633
Fax 954.630.3351

Rudolph
Spa Manicure
Spa Pedicure
Aromatherapy Massage
Casbah Essential Facial
Seaweed Body Wrap
Spa Lunch
Total $395

Dancer
Manicure
Spa Pedicure
Total $63

Cupid
Two Spa Pedicures
2 Aromatherapy Massages
A Champagne Toast & 
Sweet Suprise
Total $270

18% GRATUITY CAN BE ADDED UPON REQUESTA Full Service Spa & Salon

www.casbahspa.com
– Open 7 Days –

Happy Holidays
From the Staff at 

Casbah Spa & Salon

Purchase Gift Certificates
Online Anytime at

www.casbahspa.com


